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Biden 
approaches 270 
as Trump sues 
to stop count
November 05, 2020

Democrat Joe Biden said on 
Wednesday he was headed toward a victory over President Donald Trump in the U.S. 
election after claiming the pivotal Midwestern states of Wisconsin and Michigan, while the 
Republican incumbent opened a multi-pronged attack on vote counts by pursuing lawsuits 
and a recount.

1. Officials worked around the clock 　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

2-1. And while the excruciatingly close U.S. presidential election                                                 
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
2-2. the prospect that Joe Biden would seize enough electoral votes to win the White House
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

"It's clear that we're winning enough states to reach 270 Electoral votes needed to win the 
Presidency.”
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

3. The former Vice President projected confidence at a speech Wednesday afternoon                
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

"I'm not here to declare that we've won...but I'm here to report, when the count is finished, 
we believe we'll be the winners....Now, every vote must be counted. No one's going to take 
our democracy away from us. Not now, not ever.”

4-1. Multiple news outlets                                                                                                            
4-2. while the Trump campaign filed a lawsuit to stop ballot counting in the former                  
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

5. Trump tweeted a firehose of misinformation and innuendo,                                                       
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

6. In the early hours Wednesday while millions of votes remained uncounted,                             
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"This is a fraud on the American public, this is an embarrassment to our country. We were 
getting ready to win this election, frankly, we did win this election.”

7-1. As of Wednesday afternoon, the president                                                                               
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
7-2. though several of the large counties around Atlanta that lean Democratic                              
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

8-1. Of the battleground states, Pennsylvania                                                                                
8-2. and Trump so far maintains                                                                                                     

9. Democratic Governor Tom Wolf said                                                                                         

10. Though Trump's campaign said on Wednesday it was suing to stop                                       
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

“There will be no blue states in red states when we win.”  

11. But if Biden maintains his leads in Arizona and Nevada -                                                       
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

[Vocabulary]
□around the clock: without stopping; all say and all night

・She worked around the clock.

・Doctors have been working on him around the clock, but his condition is still critical.

□Kenosha: city on Lake Michigan south of Racine in southeastern Wisconsin population 

99,218
□excruciatingly: in a very painful manner; If you describe something as excruciating, you 

are emphasizing that it is extremely painful, either physically or emotionally.
・His poetry is excruciatingly bad.

・He found the transition to boarding school excruciatingly painful.

□drag on: to proceed for an extended period of time; to continue for longer than you want 

or think is necessary
・The dispute between the two families dragged on for years.

□electoral vote: the number of electors that each state or federal district is allowed to have

・Unless Mr Kerry hangs on to Pennsylvania with its 23 electoral votes, he will be unable 

to win.
□Presidency: the job of being president, or the period of time that someone has this job

https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/describe
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/emphasize
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/continue
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/long_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/want_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/think_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/necessary_1
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/elector
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/federal
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/district
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/allow
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□news outlet: a newspaper, television company or other mass media which publishes news 

stories　
・Spreading inaccurate information does not befit a news outlet.

□campaign: a series of things that a politician or political party does to try to win an 

election
・During his election campaign he promised to put the economy back on its feet.

・the campaign against public smoking.

□file a lawsuit: to start a process by which a court of law makes a decision to end a 

disagreement between people or organizations
・When the newspaper refused to admit that the story was false, the actor filed a lawsuit 

against the publisher.
□fire hose: (idiomatic) Any fast, heavy stream (e.g. of information)

・She felt she was standing in front of a fire hose of instructions, trying to absorb them all 

with a sponge.
□innuendo: indirect reference to something rude or unpleasant; the use of insulting or 

negative comments about someone that are suggested instead of stated directly, or one of 
these comments; an indirect and usually malicious implication　
・The report was based on rumors, speculation, and innuendo.

・…magazines which are full of sexual innuendo.

□tamper with: to make harmful or subversive alterations to something; to meddle or 

interfere with something.
・He's been accused of tampering with the committee tasked with selecting successful 

applicants.
・The locks have not been tampered with and there is no sign of a break-in anywhere on the 

premises.
□fraud: something or someone that deceives people in a way that is illegal or dishonest

・What he did was obviously bank fraud. 

・I think this therapy is a fraud. 

□cling to: to remain devoted to or entrenched in something, often a belief or opinion 

・She was clinging to the idea that a handsome prince would rescue her someday. 

・In this ever-changing world, you can't just stubbornly cling to your old beliefs.

□lead: the first position at a particular time during a race or competition; If you have the 

lead or are in the lead in a race or competition, you are winning.　
・He gave Japan a 2-1 lead with his header in the 29th minute.

・England took the lead after 31 minutes.

https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/newspaper
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/television
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/company
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/mass_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/media
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/publish
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/news
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/story
https://www.yourdictionary.com/fast
https://www.yourdictionary.com/heavy
https://www.yourdictionary.com/stream
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/rude
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/unpleasant
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/deceive
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/illegal
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/dishonest
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□lean: to tend to choose or support something　
・The board of directors is leaning in favor of supporting the merger.

□substantial: large in amount or degree 

・That is a very substantial improvement in the present situation.

・Substantial discounts are offered for large quantity orders.

□battleground state: (US politics) A state which is roughly as likely to vote Republican or 

Democrat in a given election.
・Thousands or even hundreds of votes in a battleground state can be significant.

□Tom Wolf: (born November 17, 1948) is an American politician and businessman who 

has served as the 47th Governor of Pennsylvania since January 20, 2015.

[参照辞書: Merriam-Webster, Oxford English Dictionary, America Heritage of the 

English language, Collins English Dictionary, Macmillan Dictionary, the Free 
Dictionary, Wikipedia]

https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/board_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/director
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/leaning
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/favor_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/supporting
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/merger
https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/United_States
https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/politics
https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/Republican
https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/Democrat
https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/election
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_governors_of_Pennsylvania

