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Sweden's king 
says country 
'failed' on 
coronavirus
December 18, 2020

Sweden's king said his country had failed in its handling of COVID-19, in a sharp criticism 
of a pandemic policy partly blamed for a high death toll among the elderly.

1-1. Sweden’s king said his country                                                                                                
1-2. in a criticism of a pandemic policy                                                                                     
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
2-1. In an excerpt from an annual royal Christmas TV special, Carl XVI Gustaf                       
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
2-2. a rare intervention from a monarch                                                                                         

SWEDEN'S KING CARL GUSTAF SAYING:
"It's simply, I think that we have failed. 
Many people have died and that is horrible. 
That is something we can all sympathize with - that we haven't been able to help them and 
that it is very sad, terribly sad.”

3. The king’s son and daughter-in-law                                                                                            

4-1. Sweden has been an outlier in its national pandemic response, relying                                 
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
4-2. while shunning lockdowns and face masks,                                                                           
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

5-1. The government's response to the pandemic                                                                            
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
5-2. as they carried on much as normal                                                                                          

6. But the rising death toll - particularly among elderly residents of care homes -                         
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
　 



スウェーデンのコロナ対策は「失敗だった」、国王が異例の政府批判 - 配布資料　 ／2 3

[Vocabulary]
□handling: the way in which someone deals with a particular situation, problem, or person 

・The administration was criticized for its handling of the crisis.

・The company is also facing serious criticism over its handling of the crisis.

□criticism: comments that show that you think something is wrong or bad

・an unfair criticism

・He received a lot of criticism.

□pandemic: occurring over a wide geographic area (such as multiple countries or 

continents) and typically affecting a significant proportion of the population　
・pandemic malaria

・The 1918 flu was pandemic and claimed millions of lives.

□death toll: the number of deaths resulting from some particular cause such as an accident 

or a battle or a natural disaster
・The virus's death toll is expected to rise.

・Three people who were injured in the accident have died, pushing the death toll up to 116.

□elderly: old people. Many people now think that this expression is offensive; You use 

elderly as a polite way of saying that someone is old. 
・Many of those most affected are elderly.

・The elderly are a formidable force in any election. 

□excerpt: a short piece of writing or music that is taken from a longer piece

・...an excerpt from Tchaikovsky's Nutcracker.

・He added an excerpt from the book into his letter. 

□Carl XVI Gustaf: king of Sweden since 1973 (born 1946)

□highlight: to describe something in a way that makes people notice it and think about it 

・The case highlights the need for adequate controls on such experiments.

・Two events have highlighted the tensions in recent days.

□intervention: a situation in which someone becomes involved in a particular issue, 

problem, etc. in order to influence what happens 
・...military interventions.

・We do not need further government intervention.

□outlier: a person who lives away from his or her place of work, duty, etc  

・The scholarship student was treated as an outlier by her wealthy peers.

・I think that Einstein is really an outlier, he’s an anomaly.
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□hygiene: the practice of keeping yourself and the things around you clean, in order to 

prevent illness and disease
・Be extra careful about personal hygiene. 

・Brushing your teeth regularly is an important part of good oral hygiene.

□shun: to avoid and stay away from deliberately; stay clear of ; If you shun someone or 

something, you deliberately avoid them or keep away from them.
・From that time forward everybody shunned him.

・They shun all forms of luxury.

□care home: a large house or institution where people with particular problems or special 

needs are looked after; British another name for nursing home; a home for people who need 
continuous medical treatment or who are unable to take care of themselves, especially 
people who are old or mentally ill.
・...a residential care home for the elderly.

・He also visits a care home that looks after people with the illness.

[参照辞書: Merriam-Webster, Oxford English Dictionary, America Heritage of the 

English language, Collins English Dictionary, Macmillan Dictionary, the Free 
Dictionary, Wikipedia]
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