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UK PM 
Johnson says 
plans for 
Christmas must 
change

　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　December 20, 2020
UK PM Boris Johnson:
“We must, I'm afraid, look again at Christmas, and as Prime Minister it's my duty to take 
difficult decisions to do what is right to protect the people of this country.  First,  we will 
introduce new restrictions in the most-affected areas, …”

1-1. British Prime Minister Boris Johnson on Saturday
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
1-2. and drastically scaled back plans                                                                                             

2-1. The number of Covid-19 cases in England                                                                              
2-2. because of a variant of the virus, one of the scientists say,                                                             
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

3-1. Even though Johnson and his scientific advisors believe vaccines                                         
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
3-2. and the new strain is NOT more deadly… he said                                                                  

UK PM Boris Johnson:
“Given the early evidence we have on this new variant of the virus, the potential risk it 
poses, 
it is with a very heavy heart I must tell you we cannot continue with Christmas as planned. 
In England, those living in Tier 4 areas should not mix with anyone outside their own 
household at Christmas."

4-1. London and southeast England - about a third of the country’s population -                        
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
4-2. requiring people to stay at home                                                                                             

5. Non-essential retail                                                                                                                          

6. Social mixing will be limited                                                                                                        
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7. Opposition Labour Leader, Keir Starmer, was critical of the prime minister, who on 
Wednesday                                                                                                                                      

Keir Starmer:
“…Millions of families across the country are going to be heartbroken by this news, having 
their Christmas plans ripped up.  And I'm really frustrated because I raised this with the 
prime minister on Wednesday.  And he dismissed that and went on to tell people to have a 
merry little Christmas, only three days later to rip up their plans.”

8. The new rules                                                                                                                                       

[Vocabulary]
□impose: If you impose something on people, you use your authority to force them to 

accept it.
・They have imposed restrictions on trade with foreign companies.

・The judge imposed a fine of $500 on each of the defendants.

□drastically: in a way that is likely to have a strong or far-reaching effect; severely or 

seriously; If you have to take drastic action in order to solve a problem, you have to do 
something extreme and basic to solve it. 
・As a result, services have been drastically reduced.

・The industry has changed drastically over the last 30 years.

□scale back: = scale down; to reduce or make a reduction in the level of activity, extent, 

numbers, etc　
・The US gas operations are being scaled back until the price improves.

・The company is scaling back its plans for new stores.

□restriction: a rule, action, or situation that limits or controls someone or something; A 

restriction is an official rule that limits what you can do or that limits the amount or size of 
something. 
・...the lifting of restrictions on political parties and the news media.

・The relaxation of travel restrictions means they are free to travel and work.

□variant: something that differs from a standard or type; one that exhibits variation from a 

type or norm; A variant of a particular thing is something that has a different form to that 
thing, although it is related to it.　
・variant strains of a disease

・A new variant of the disease has appeared.

□transmissible: capable of being transmitted

・transmissible diseases
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・Several transmissible diseases, including dengue fever, malaria, measles, and 

tuberculosis, have reappeared in recent years.
□strain: a particular type of animal, insect, plant or microorganism; A strain of a germ, 

plant, or other organism is a particular type of it.
・a strain of human flu virus

・Every year new strains of influenza develop.

□tier: one of several levels in an organization or system; A rank or class; one of several 

levels of importance, quality, etc.
・the bottom tier of society

・Only the upper tier of investors profits from the current economy.

□Tier 4: Boris Johnson has announced a new tier 4 level of restrictions, citing a new strain 

of coronavirus, thought to be more contagious.  It will extend across much of southeast 
England, the east of England, and London, and will see non-essential shops and gyms 
closed.  Here is the full list of areas to go into tier 4, as of midnight on Saturday.  Bedford, 
Central Bedfordshire, Luton and Milton Keynes.
□Keir Starmer: Sir Keir Rodney Starmer (born 2 September 1962) is a British politician 

and former lawyer who has served as Leader of the Labour Party and Leader of the 
Opposition since 2020. He has been Member of Parliament (MP) for Holborn and St 
Pancras since 2015. Ideologically, Starmer identifies as a socialist and has been described as 
being on the soft left within the Labour Party. 
□critical: expressing an opinion when you think something is wrong or bad; to be critical 

of someone or something means to criticize them. 
・His report is highly critical of the trial judge.

・He has apologized for critical remarks he made about the referee.

□inhuman: extremely cruel, and not caring when other people are suffering; not like 

anything that a human being normally does or has  
・The detainees are often held in cruel and inhuman conditions.

・The prisoners were subjected to inhuman treatment.

□heartbroken: extremely sad and upset; overcome by sorrow

・Was your daddy heartbroken when they got a divorce? 

・She was utterly heartbroken when his pet dog died.

□rip up: to completely destroy (something) by tearing it into pieces; to decide that 

something such as a plan or an agreement is useless and stop using it 
・She ripped the letter up into tiny pieces.

・We have to just rip up the rule book and start again.
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□frustrated: feeling annoyed and impatient because you are prevented from achieving 

something; having a feeling of or filled with frustration; dissatisfied
・These days students are frustrated with school. 

・His unresolved difficulty left him absolutely frustrated.

□raise: to mention something so that it can be discussed; If you raise a subject, an 

objection, or a question, you mention it or bring it to someone's attention.
・Are there any other questions you would like to raise at the meeting?

・We will raise the issue of working hours with the manager.

□dismiss:  to refuse to accept that something might be true or important; If you dismiss 

something, you decide or say that it is not important enough for you to think about or 
consider.
・The senator dismissed claims that he had accepted bribes.

・Their evidence was dismissed as completely worthless.

□come into effect: Of a law, policy, etc., to become official, legitimate, or valid.

・These changes in the uniform policy come into effect at the start of next year.

・When did these rules come into effect?

[参照辞書: Merriam-Webster, Oxford English Dictionary, America Heritage of the 

English language, Collins English Dictionary, Macmillan Dictionary, the Free 
Dictionary, Wikipedia]
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