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How Japan is 
dealing with 
floods and 
coronavirus

July 08, 2020

Masks, disinfectant and social 
distancing as Japan deals with 
devastating floods amidst the 
coronavirus.

1. Dealing with a natural disaster                                                                                                       

2-1. In southwestern Japan, boxes of surgical masks and bottles of disinfectant                        
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
2-2. where a shelter for residents                                                                                                      

3-1. Rows upon rows                                                                                                                        
3-2. separating sleeping areas of 233 evacuees                                                                             
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

4. Japanese authorities have been warning local officials for months                                         
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

5. Residents have been urged to seek shelter with friends or relatives if possible                        
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

6. A city official said the evacuation center was limited to 300 people                                       
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

7-1. About 60 people have died or                                                                                                   
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
7-2. that                                                                                                                                             
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8. Extreme rain warnings                                                                                                               

9-1. Disaster experts said persuading people                                                                                 
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
9-2. but agreed                                                                                                                                 

[Vocabulary]
◻pandemic: a disease that affects almost everyone in a very large area; an occurrence of a 
disease that affects many people across a whole country or the whole world 
・They feared a new cholera pandemic. 

・An influenza pandemic occurs when a new influenza virus emerges and spreads around 

the world.
◻surgical mask: A mask worn to catch bacteria shed in liquid droplets and aerosols from 
the wearer's mouth and nose.
◻disinfectant: a chemical substance that kills bacteria and is used for making things very 
clean
・Salt is a natural disinfectant.

◻shelter: a place where people are protected from bad weather or from danger 
・We built a temporary shelter out of branches.

・The city's bomb shelters were being prepared for possible air raids.

◻devastating: causing a lot of harm or damage; very shocking or upsetting; destructive; 
catastrophic
・The city took the full force of the devastating floods.

・Affairs do have a devastating effect on marriages.

◻evacuee: someone who is moved away from their home because of a dangerous situation 
such as a war 
・On reaching Dubai the evacuees are taken straight to Dubai international airport. 

・Thousands of evacuees crossed the border to safety this morning.

◻ensure: to make certain that something happens or is done
・The lifejacket had almost certainly ensured her survival.

・Airports are taking steps to ensure passenger safety. 

◻adhere to: to obey a rule, law, agreement, etc.
・We must strictly adhere to the terms of the contract.

・I'm not serving pork at the dinner party because I know Richard adheres to a Kosher diet.

◻torrential rain: or a torrential downpour, is any amount of rain that is considered 
especially heavy; rain pours down very rapidly and in great quantities; very heavy rain
・Torrential rains caused a series of landslips, carrying away houses and breaking up the 

hill railway.
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・Storms of extreme violence, accompanied by torrential rain, and in rare instances by 

hailstones, are of not uncommon occurrence.
◻pound: to hit something several times with a lot of force; If you pound something or 
pound on it, you hit it with great force, usually loudly and repeatedly; to continuously attack 
a place with bombs or other large weapons for a long period of time 
・I could hear them pounding on the door.

・the pounding waves. 

◻vital: very important, necessary, or essential 
・It is vital that schools teach students to use computer technology.

・Skillful employees are vital to the success of any company.

[参照辞書: Merriam-Webster, Oxford English Dictionary, America Heritage of the 

English language, Collins English Dictionary, Macmillan Dictionary, the Free 
Dictionary, Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English, Wikipedia]
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