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China puts final 
satellite for 
Beidou into orbit
June 23, 2020

China on Tuesday successfully put into orbit the final satellite of its Beidou navigation 
network, rival to the U.S.-owned GPS.

1-1. China completed a space project                                                                                             
1-2. putting the final satellite                                                                                                           

2. Beidou -- the 'Big Dipper' in Chinese —                                                                                    

3. Beijing began developing it in the 1990s                                                                                   
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

4-1. China has previously said the system                                                                                     
4-2. and improve weapons targeting,                                                                                             

5. Beidou                                                                                                                                        

6. More than 70% of mobile phones in China                                                                                 

7. Millions                                                                                                                                      

8. And Chinese state media have said                                                                                              
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

9-1. Many of those nations are involved                                                                                             
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
9-2. to link China up to Asia, Europe                                                                                                    

[Vocabulary]
◻Beidou navigation network: a Chinese satellite navigation system. It consists of two 
separate satellite constellations. The first BeiDou system, officially called the BeiDou 
Satellite Navigation Experimental System and also known as BeiDou-1, consisted of three 
satellites which, beginning in 2000, offered limited coverage and navigation services, 
mainly for users in China and neighboring regions.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Satellite_navigation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Satellite_constellation
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◻orbit: The curved path of a celestial object or spacecraft around a star, planet, or moon, 
especially a periodic elliptical revolution.  
・They succeeded in putting a satellite into orbit around the Earth. 

・‘the Earth's orbit around the sun’

・‘the satellite will complete one orbit every 12 hours’

◻the Big Dipper: a constellation (=group of stars) made up of seven stars that can be seen 
in the northern half of the world. The British word is the Plough.
◻GPS: ＝global positioning system: a system for finding exactly where you are anywhere 

in the world using satellites (=objects that go around the earth high in the sky)
・GPS operates best near the equator.

・...a GPS receiver. 

◻wean someone off something: to make (someone or something) stop doing or using 
(something)；to make someone gradually stop depending on something that they like and 

have become used to, especially a drug or a bad habit 
・We’re trying to wean ourselves off watching too much television.

・efforts to wean the country from its dependence on foreign oil

◻military communications: They involve all aspects of communications, or conveyance 
of information, by armed forces. Military communications span from pre-history to the 
present. The earliest military communications were delivered by runners. Later, 
communications progressed to visual and audible signals, and then advanced into the 
electronic age. Examples from Jane's Military Communications include text, audio, 
facsimile, tactical ground-based communications, naval signalling, terrestrial microwave, 
tropospheric scatter, satellite communications systems and equipment, surveillance and 
signal analysis, encryption and security and direction-finding and jamming.
◻application: the use of a particular method, process, law, etc. 
・Students learned the practical application of the theory they had learned in the 

classroom.
・The book provides an outline of artificial intelligence and its application to robotics.

◻-enabled: used with some nouns to make adjectives meaning using a particular piece of 
software 
◻satellite service: Satellites are used for many purposes. Among several other 
applications, they can be used to make star maps and maps of planetary surfaces, and also 
take pictures of planets they are launched into. Common types include military and civilian 
Earth observation satellites, communications satellites, navigation satellites, weather 
satellites, and space telescopes.
◻in use: currently being used
・Robots are in use throughout industry.

・The shower is in use so you'll have wait for now.

https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/constellation
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/group_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/star_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/seven
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/star_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/seen_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/northern
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/half
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/world
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/british
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/word_1
javascript:void(0);
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/find_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/exactly
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/world
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/use_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/satellite
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/object_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/earth
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/high_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/sky_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/make_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/gradually
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/stop_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/depend
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/like_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/used
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/especially
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/drug_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/bad_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/habit
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/trying
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/wean
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/watch_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/television
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Communication
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Information
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Armed_forces
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Runner_(soldier)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jane%27s_Military_Communications
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Facsimile
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Military_tactics
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Naval_flag_signalling
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Microwave
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tropospheric_scatter
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Communications_satellite
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Surveillance
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Signal_analysis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Encryption
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Direction-finding&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Radio_jamming
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/used
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/noun_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/make_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/adjective
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/meaning_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/use_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/particular_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/piece_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/software
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Planetary_surface
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Earth_observation_satellite
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Communications_satellite
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Navigation_satellite
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Weather_satellite
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Weather_satellite
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Space_telescope
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◻the Belt and Road: a global development strategy adopted by the Chinese government in 
2013 involving infrastructure development and investments in nearly 70 countries and 
international organizations.  It is considered a centerpiece of Xi Jinping's foreign policy.
◻initiative: an important action that is intended to solve a problem
・a number of initiatives designed to address the problem of child poverty

・There's talk of a new peace initiative.

◻signature:  A signature item is typical of or associated with a particular person.
・Rabbit stew is one of chef Giancarlo Moeri's signature dishes.

・The dress reflects our signature style of understated elegance with individuality.

◻large-scale: involving a large number of people or things, or happening over a large area
・...a large scale military operation

・We need to protect the village from large-scale development.

◻project: a planned piece of work that has a particular aim, especially one that is 
organized by a government, company, or other organization
・an energy conservation project

・an ambitious project to modernize the road network

・It is one of the biggest dam construction projects ever undertaken in Indonesia.

[参照辞書: Merriam-Webster, Oxford English Dictionary, America Heritage of the 

English language, Collins English Dictionary, Macmillan Dictionary, the Free 
Dictionary, Wikipedia]
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https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/number_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/initiative
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/design_2
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https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/happening_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/large_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/area
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/need_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/protect
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/village_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/development
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/energy
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/conservation
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/ambitious
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/modernize
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/road
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/network_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/big_1
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