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Erdogan backs 
boycott of French 
over cartoon fury
October 27, 2020

   Turkish leader Tayyip Erdogan asked his compatriots to stop buying French goods on 
Monday in the latest expression of anger in the Muslim world over images being displayed 
in France of the Prophet Mohammad, which some Muslims consider blasphemous.

1. Turkish President Tayyip Erdogan has joined a growing fury in parts of the Muslim 
world,                                                                                                                                               

2. It’s over images being displayed in France of the Prophet Mohammad,                                   
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

3. Erdogan, who has a history of fraught relations with France's President Macron,                  
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

4. In Bangladesh, protesters unfurled placards with a caricature of the French leader                
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

5-1. In the Middle East, a Jordanian supermarket                                                                         
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
5-2. in what was said                                                                                                                      
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

6. Shopkeepers at the supermarket                                                                                                

7-1. The spat follows                                                                                                                                  
7-2. in which an 18-year-old man                                                                                                   
7-3. a 47-year-old middle-school teacher                                                                                      

8-1. French officials said the beheading was an attack                                                               　
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　                                                  　　
8-2. including the right                                                                                                                   

9. Macron has said he would redouble efforts                                                                                 
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[Vocabulary]
□Tayyip Erdogan: (born 26 February 1954) is a Turkish politician serving as the current 

President of Turkey. He previously served as Prime Minister of Turkey from 2003 to 2014 
and as Mayor of Istanbul from 1994 to 1998. Coming from an Islamist political background 
and self-describing as a conservative democrat, he has promoted socially conservative and 
populist policies during his administration.　
□fury: a feeling of very strong anger that usually does not last very long

・She screamed, her face distorted with fury and pain.

・She was speechless with fury.

□blasphemous: offensive to God or someone’s religious beliefs

・She was accused of being blasphemous.

・Putting graffiti on the church was a blasphemous act. 

□fraught: full of problems, difficulties, or things that are confusing; If a situation or action 

is fraught with problems or risks, it is filled with them.; If you say that a situation or action 
is fraught, you mean that it is worrying or difficult.
・Things have been a bit fraught at home.

・She sounded a little fraught.

□agenda: all the things that need to be done or that need to be thought about or solved

・Many of the coalition members could have their own political agendas.

・He wants to push his own agenda no matter what the others say.

□unfurl: to untie or open something that was rolled up, for example a flag or an umbrella, 

and let it spread out 
・The boy scouts gathered in the courtyard to unfurl the American flag and hoist it up the 

pole after unfolding it. 
・A single protester attempted to unfurl a banner in the square on June 3, but was quickly 

arrested by police.
□caricature: a drawing of someone that strongly emphasizes their main features, 

especially in order to make them seem funny
・caricatures of political leaders

・The poster showed a caricature of him with a devil's horns and tail.

□alongside: If one thing exists or develops alongside another, the two things exist or 

develop together at the same time.
・The railroad track runs alongside the road.

・The Russian flag was flying alongside the American Stars and Stripes.

□spat: A disagreement between them between people, countries, or organizations

・...a spat between America and Germany over interest rates and currencies. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/President_of_Turkey
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prime_Minister_of_Turkey
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_mayors_of_Istanbul
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Islamism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Conservative_democracy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Social_conservatism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Populist
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/speechless
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/situation
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/problem
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/risk
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/say
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/worry
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/difficult
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/thing
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/bit_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/home_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/sound_2
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/little_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/caricature_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/political
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/leader
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/railroad_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/track_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/run_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/road
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/flag_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/flying_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/star_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/stripe
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/disagreement
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・The police were called to the scene of a spat about barking dogs between two neighbors.  

□Chechen: the North Caucasus region primarily in Eastern Europe, located between the 

Black and Caspian Seas.  
□behead: to cut off someone’s head, especially as a punishment 

・Louis XVI was beheaded in 1793. 

・Mary, Queen of Scots, was beheaded for plotting against Queen Elizabeth.

□cartoon: a humorous drawing in a newspaper or magazine, often with words written 

below
・...a cartoon strip in the Daily Mirror. 

・Some businesses use funny cartoon postcards and faxes to chase debtors.

□redouble: to try even harder than before to do something; If you redouble your efforts, 

you try much harder to achieve something. If something redoubles, it increases in volume or 
intensity.  
・The two nations redoubled their efforts to negotiate a trade agreement.

・We must redouble the effort against illegal fishing.

□subvert: to destroy completely; to subvert something means to destroy its power and 

influence.　
・We must not let our civil liberties be subverted by the current crisis.

・...a last attempt to subvert culture from within. 

[参照辞書: Merriam-Webster, Oxford English Dictionary, America Heritage of the 

English language, Collins English Dictionary, Macmillan Dictionary, the Free 
Dictionary, Wikipedia]
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