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Spain loosens 
lockdown as 
death toll slows
April 13, 2020

Spain, one of the countries worst 
hit by the global coronavirus 
epidemic, on Monday started to 
ease tough lockdown restrictions 
that have kept people confined to 
their homes for more than a month 
and put a brake on economic 
activity.

1-1. It’s been                                                                                                                                    
1-2. but Spain on Monday                                                                                                              

2-1. With signs                                                                                                                               
2-2. some businesses,                                                                                                                     
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

3-1. Police officers handed masks                                                                                                
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
3-2. though                                                                                                                                        

4-1. Spain’s Health Ministry                                                                                                           
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
4-2. with Sunday                                                                                                                            

5. With at least                                                                                                                                

6. However, this was                                                                                                                      
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

7-1. But most Spaniards                                                                                                                 
7-2. and shops, bars and public spaces                                                                                          
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8-1. The coronavirus                                                                                                                        
8-2. with                                                                                                                                          

[Vocabulary]
◻pandemic: an occurrence of a disease that affects many people across a whole country or 
the whole world
・An influenza pandemic occurs when a new influenza virus emerges and spreads around 

the world.
・One pandemic of Spanish flu took nearly 22 million lives worldwide.

◻ease: to make a problem, bad situation, or pain less severe 
・Sometimes a mild painkiller is enough to ease the pain.

・Colleagues are trying to ease the pressure she is under at work.

◻lockdown: an emergency measure or condition in which people are temporarily 
prevented from entering or leaving a restricted area or building (such as a school) during a 
threat of danger; a situation in which people stay in a locked indoor space during an 
emergency in order to remain safe
・Britain is now in lockdown, and all non-essential businesses must close.

・The minister suggested the lockdown rules announced last night could be made even 

stricter.
◻restriction: a principle that limits the extent of something
・"I am willing to accept certain restrictions on my movements”

・...the lifting of restrictions on political parties and the news media.

◻commuter: someone who travels regularly to and from work 
・a train packed with commuters

◻reduced: made less in size or amount or degree or circumstances
・By last June, all three problems had seemingly been reduced to normal proportions.

◻death toll: the number of deaths resulting from some particular cause such as an accident 
or a battle or a natural disaster  
・The death toll from the tanker fire rose to 100. 

・The death toll is expected to rise to over 500.

◻confirmed: proved and therefore known to be true or accurate
・confirmed case

・There have been eight confirmed cases of the disease.

◻proportional: keeping the same relationship of size or amount to something else 
・Proportional increases in income preserve existing differentials between social groups.

◻Spaniard: someone from Spain; a native or inhabitant of Spain  ◻confine: to force 
someone to stay in a place and prevent them from leaving
・Many prisoners are confined to their cells for long periods of time.
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◻toll: the total amount of harm or damage; loss or damage incurred through an accident, 
disaster, etc
・the mounting toll of failed businesses

・the war took its toll of the inhabitants

◻take a toll: to cause damage or deleterious effects gradually or through constant action or 
use.
・Drug abuse takes quite a toll on the lives of people.

・Years of smoking and drinking has taken a toll on her health.

[参照辞書: Merriam-Webster, Oxford English Dictionary, America Heritage of the English 

language, Collins English Dictionary, Macmillan Dictionary, the Free Dictionary, Wikipedia]
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