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Global 
COVID-19 cases 
surpass 100 
million
January 27, 2021

Global coronavirus cases surpassed 100 million on Wednesday, according to a Reuters tally, 
as countries around the world struggle with new virus variants and vaccine shortfalls.

1. Global coronavirus cases                                                                                                          
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

2. That’s                                                                                                                                          

3-1. Countries across the globe                                                                                                      
3-2. and vaccine shortfalls, while more than 2 million people                                                    　

4. The United States, India, Brazil, Russia and the United Kingdom                                          
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

5-1. Together, their populations represent                                                                                      
5-2. but their case numbers                                                                                                             

6-1. With over 25 million cases alone, the United States                                                              
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
6-2. though it accounts                                                                                                                    

7. It also leads the world in the number of lives lost to the disease                                             
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

8-1. In India, the nation with the second-highest number of cases,                                              
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
8-2. but still hover                                                                                                                           

9-1. And as the worst-affected region in the world, Europe                                                            
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
9-2. and has reported nearly 30 million                                                                                        

10. For leaders everywhere, vaccines                                                                                           
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11. Although roll-outs have started in about 56 countries, vaccine distribution across the 
world                                                                                                                                                

12-1. Africa, which accounts for nearly 3.5 million cases and over 85,000 deaths,                    
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

12-2. and many European countries are facing shipment delays                                                    
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

13-1. Meanwhile, a new threat has emerged: COVID-19 variants,                                                 
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

13-2. which is 50 percent more infectious, and now spreading                                                       

[Vocabulary]
□surpass: to be better or greater than something else; If one person or thing surpasses 

another, the first is better than, or has more of a particular quality than, the second.
・He was determined to surpass the achievements of his older brothers. 

・India’s population now surpasses that of Africa.

□tally: a record of the number of things that someone has done, won, or achieved; A tally 

is a record of amounts or numbers which you keep changing and adding to as the activity 
which affects it progresses.
・They do not keep a tally of visitors to the palace, but it is very popular.

・The final tally was 817 votes for her and 731 for him.

□staggering: extremely surprising

・The results have been quite staggering.

・the staggering success of the books

□variant: a different form; A variant of a particular thing is something that has a different 

form to that thing, although it is related to it.
・A particular genetic variant may raise the risk of diabetes, for example.

・The new variant is likely to spread quickly and easily, triggering a deadly pandemic.

□shortfall: the property of being an amount by which something is less than expected or 

required; If there is a shortfall in something, there is less of it than you need.  
・a severe budget shortfall of $3.8 million

・a sudden shortfall in the supply of skilled labor

□round out: to complete or complement something in an appropriate or satisfactory way.

・Let's round out the evening with a sunset walk on the beach.

https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/better
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/second
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/population
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/surpass
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/numbers
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/change
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/adding
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/activity
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/affect
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/progress
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/success
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/book_1
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/need
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/severe
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/budget_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/million
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/sudden_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/supply_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/skilled
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/labor_1
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・The singer's solo rounded out the performance really well.

□case: an instance of disease, injury, hardship, etc.

・a case of measles

・a bad case of food poisoning

□make up: to form or compose 

・People who are over 65 make up more than 25 percent of the population in Japan. 

・Women make up 40 percent of the workforce.

□account for: If a particular thing accounts for a part or proportion of something, that part 

or proportion consists of that thing, or is used or produced by it.
・Smokers used to account for more than 80％. 

・This product accounts for 50％ of the company's revenue. 

□hover around: to be at or near a particular level without changing much; If a something 

such as a price, value, or score hovers around a particular level, it stays at more or less that 
level and does not change much.
・Their total world sales hover around the 50,000,000 mark.

・Temperatures hovered around freezing.

□on average: typically; If you say that something is true on average, you mean that it is 

generally true.
・On average he watches three movies a week.

・Moving home now costs nearly 110,000 yen on average, a study found.

□light at the end of the tunnel: When you talk about the light at the end of the tunnel, you 

are referring to the end of the difficult or unpleasant situation that you are in at the moment.
・All I can do is tell her to hold on that there's light at the end of the tunnel. 

・You have some days when you feel really positive and you can see the light at the end of 

the tunnel.
□roll-out: the introduction of a new product

・A national roll-out is expected by the end of 2022.

・the most lavish roll-out in soft-drink history.

□unequal: not giving the same treatment or opportunities to everyone, and therefore 

unfair; An unequal system or situation is unfair because it gives more power or privileges to 
one person or group of people than to others.
・...the unequal power relationships between men and women.

・There is little doubt that access to education in this country is highly unequal.

https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/injury
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/hardship
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/bad_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/food
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/poisoning
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/women
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/make_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/percent_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/workforce
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/account
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/proportion
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/near_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/particular_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/level_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/change_1
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/price
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/score
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/level
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/total_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/world
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/sale
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/mark_1
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/say
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/true
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/average
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/generally
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/talk
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/light
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/end
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/tunnel
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/refer
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/moment
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/day
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/feel
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/really
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/positive
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/introduction
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/national
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/situation
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/unfair
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/give
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/power
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/privilege
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/little_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/doubt_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/access_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/education
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/country
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/highly
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□scramble: to hurry or try very hard to get something, often competing with other people; 

If a number of people scramble for something, they compete energetically with each other 
for it.
・More than three million fans are expected to scramble for tickets. 

・Business is booming and foreigners are scrambling to invest.

□shipment: the process of taking goods from one place to another 

・These items are ready for shipment.

・shipment delay

[参照辞書: Merriam-Webster, Oxford English Dictionary, America Heritage of the 

English language, Collins English Dictionary, Macmillan Dictionary, the Free 
Dictionary, Wikipedia]


