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Meet Grace, 
the robot 
spawned 
from the 
health crisis
June 10, 2021

Grace the humanoid robot is designed to interact with the elderly and those isolated by the 
global health crisis.

HUMANOID ROBOT, SOPHIA, SAYING:

"Let me introduce you to my sister Grace.”

1. This is Grace –                                                                                                                             

2. Sophia                                                                                                                                       

HUMANOID ROBOT, GRACE, SAYING:
"I am Grace, I am built by Hanson Robotics for Awakening Health.”

3. The Hong Kong team behind Sophia                                                                                            

4. The robot is designed to interact with the elderly                                                                        
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

5. Grace has a thermal camera in her chest                                                                                   
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

6. She uses artificial intelligence                                                                                                    
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

"I can visit with people and brighten their day with social stimulation, entertain and help 
guide exercise, but also can do talk therapy, take bio readings and help healthcare providers 
assess their health, and deliver treatments.”

7. CEO and founder of Hanson Robotics, David Hanson, says Grace's capacity for social 
interaction                                                                                                                                       

DAVID HANSON, CEO AND FOUNDER OF HUMAN ROBOTICS, SAYING:
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“So we designed Grace to look professional in a healthcare setting. So that would mean, so 
that she would resemble the sort of human-like appearance of health care staff and so then 
this would facilitate more natural interactions. A human-like appearance facilitates trust and 
facilitates a natural engagement.  Hey, Grace, why don't you look at my face, thank you, and 
I am going to show you a smile and let's see what your smile looks like. Okay, yeah!  Or 
sad. Oh, yes.”

[Vocabulary]
□humanoid: like a human in appearance; something that is humanoid looks or acts like a 

human being, although it is not human.
・...humanoid robots that could mimic a range of human activities.

・He had built the machine to appear humanoid.

□robotics: the science of designing and building robots 

・The Tokyo Olympics are the focus of much innovative effort by experts in robotics.

・Civilian research on robotics is advancing swiftly.

□launch: If a company launches a new product, it makes it available to the public. 

・Crabtree & Evelyn has just launched a new jam, Worcesterberry Preserve.

・The company recently hired her as a model to launch its new range. 

□interact: if two or more people interact, or if one person interacts with another, they 

communicate with one another and react to one another, often while performing an activity 
together.  
・In large classes, children feel that they cannot interact with the teacher.

・...rhymes and songs to help parents interact with their babies.

□thermal camera: A camera that is sensitive to infrared radiation (heat) instead of visible 

light as ordinary camera.  
□responsiveness:  the quality of being responsive; reacting quickly; as a quality of people, 

it involves responding with emotion to people and events 
・The company's success is based on its responsiveness to its customers.

・She shows little responsiveness to the external world.

□Mandarin: the dialect of Chinese spoken in Beijing and adopted as the official language 

for all of China
・Your Mandarin is excellent, and you won several speech contests. Is that right?

・His language was Cantonese, but whenever he told the story he spoke in high and 

beautiful Mandarin.
□Cantonese: the language spoken in the mainland Chinese province of Guangdong and its 

surrounding areas, Hong Kong, Macau, as well as in other parts of the world. 

https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/look
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/built
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/machine
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/appear
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/tokyo
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/focus
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/innovative
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/effort
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/expert
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/available
https://grammar.collinsdictionary.com/grammar-pattern/v-n_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/large_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/class_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/children
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/feel_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/teacher
https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/infrared_radiation
https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/visible_light
https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/visible_light
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/show
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/external
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/world
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/mainland
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/surround
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/well
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/world
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・Applicants should be fluent in Cantonese.

・Speakers of Cantonese often cannot understand speakers of Mandarin.

□talk therapy: psychotherapy emphasizing conversation between therapist and patient 

・Afflicted people can manage it by combining medication and talk therapy.

・Many experts recommend consistent talk therapy for bereavement.

□bio reading: A measurement of the presence and properties of a living thing.　
□social interaction: The process through which individuals act in relation to one another.

・Anxiety, depression and obesity can stem from lack of activity and social interaction.

・Barbershops are also places of social interaction and public discourse.

□relieve: to make a problem or bad situation less serious; If something relieves an 

unpleasant feeling or situation, it makes it less unpleasant or causes it to disappear 
completely. 
・Meditation can relieve stress. 

・Your headaches can easily be relieved by regular aspirin.

□front-line: the front line of an organization or activity is the most important and active 

part.
・Hospitals are the front-line of the NHS.

・A major concern is that front-line healthcare workers are the ones getting sick.

□healthcare setting: The term healthcare setting represents a broad array of services and 

places where healthcare occurs, including acute care hospitals, urgent care centers, 
rehabilitation centers, nursing homes and other long-term care facilities, specialized 
outpatient services, and outpatient surgery centers. In addition, some healthcare services are 
provided in private offices or homes.
・Two important factors are the local healthcare setting in which the interactions take 

place, and the variation in clinical practice between regions and countries. 
・The majority of healthcare settings are overworked and overstretched to meet demand, 

and this continuously affects interactions.
□facilitate: to make it possible or easier for something to happen 

・The new airport will facilitate the development of tourism.

・He argued that the economic recovery had been facilitated by his tough stance.

□interaction: the activity of being with and talking to other people, and the way that 

people react to each other 
・The social network encourages social interaction between neighbors, making people 

aware of crime in their area.
・That is no way to learn how to handle personal interactions.

https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/measurement
https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/presence
https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/living_thing
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/feeling
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/situation
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/disappear
https://grammar.collinsdictionary.com/grammar-pattern/v-n_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/headache
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/easily
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/relieved
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/regular_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/aspirin
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/active
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/network
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/encourage
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/aware
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/crime
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/learn
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[参照辞書: Merriam-Webster, Oxford English Dictionary, Cambridge Dictionary of 

American English, Collins English Dictionary, Macmillan Dictionary, the Free 
Dictionary, Wikipedia]


