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NY, VA move to 
legalize marijuana
April 01, 2021

New York Governor Andrew Cuomo signed 
a bill on Wednesday to legalize adult use of 
marijuana making it the 15th U.S. state to 

allow recreational use of the drug, while 
Virginia moved to legalize possession of small amounts by July.

1. New York Governor Andrew Cuomo signed a bill on Wednesday                                         
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　  　　   　

2-1. Cuomo said the bill,                                                                                                                     
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　  　 　　   
2-2. would also wipe the slate clean for many people                                                                        
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　  　   

3-1. In a tweet he wrote: “The bill creates automatic expungement                                                 
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　  　 　　   
3-2. This is                                                                                                                                        
   
4. New York becomes the 15th state                                                                                              
   
5-1. Earlier on Wednesday, Virginia Governor Ralph Northam proposed                                       
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　        
5-2. rather than wait                                                                                                                       

6-1. Northam said racial disparities in prosecution of marijuana-related crimes                        
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　   　   
6-2. after a report found Black residents were more than                                                                 
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　     　　　   

7. Meanwhile New York soon                                                                                                           

8. Cannabis tax collection could reach $350 million annually                                                       
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[Vocabulary]
□Andrew Cuomo: (born December 6, 1957) is an American politician, author and lawyer 

serving as the 56th governor of New York since 2011. A member of the Democratic Party, 
he was elected to the same position his father, Mario Cuomo, held for three terms. He has 
served as chair of the National Governors Association since August 2020.
□legalize: to make lawful or legal; to confirm or validate (something previously unlawful) 

・Same-sex marriages have been legalized in many states.

・I'm against legalizing drugs.

□recreational marijuana: recreational weed; It refers to cannabis used for enjoyment 

rather than for health benefits. However, recreational weed and medical marijuana have the 
same composition, which means that you may tap into some of the health benefits of 
marijuana while smoking recreational weed
□state Assembly: the name given to various legislatures, especially lower houses or full 

legislatures in states in federal systems of government.  
□wipe the slate clean: to erase the record of one's wrong-doings, likened to wiping the 

contents off of a piece of slate, formerly used as a reusable writing surface.
・Mom said she would wipe your slate clean if you pay for the vase you broke.

・I had been late a bunch of times, but after he heard that I'd been struggling so much at 

home, my boss said he would wipe my slate clean.
□expunge: to erase or remove completely (something unwanted or unpleasant)

・”I’ve kind of expunged that period from my resume.”

・The experience was something he had tried to expunge from his memory.

□expungement: the official sealing of an individual’s records of arrest and conviction

・I thought that expungement was the removal of the conviction, making it that the 

conviction had not happened, compared to sealing the conviction, which concealed it at 
least from the public.
□previous conviction: criminal record

・She had a previous conviction for obtaining property by deception.

・A previous conviction was overturned on appeal.

□Ralph Northam: (born September 13, 1959) is an American politician and physician 

serving as the 73rd Governor of Virginia since January 13, 2018.  A pediatric neurologist by 
occupation, he was an officer in the U.S. Army Medical Corps from 1984 to 1992. Northam, 
a member of the Democratic Party, served as the 40th Lieutenant Governor of Virginia from 
2014 to 2018 prior to winning the governorship against Republican nominee Ed Gillespie in 
the 2017 election.
□move up: to change the date or time of some scheduled event to an earlier date or time 

・Several of our friends were leaving town in July, so we moved up our party to early June. 
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・To avoid staying too late tonight, we should move the meeting up a few hours.

□disparity: a difference between things; If there is a disparity between two or more things, 

there is a noticeable difference between them. 
・ ...disparities in pay between men and women.

・...the great disparity of wealth between rich and poor countries.

□prompt: to give an incentive for action; to prompt someone to do something means to 

make them decide to do it.
・What prompted you to say that?

・I don't know what prompted him to leave.

□accelerate: to happen or make something happen sooner or faster: 

・Circumstances accelerated their departure.

・Her joining of the company accelerated his retirement by a year.

□reap the benefits: to enjoy the good things that happen as a result of something. 

・You'll soon begin to reap the benefits of being fitter.

・We are not in this to reap immense financial rewards.

□cannabis: the hemp plant when it is used as a drug; the most commonly used illicit drug; 

considered a soft drug, it consists of the dried leaves of the hemp plant; smoked or chewed 
for euphoric effect
・Items purchased there had been used to grow cannabis.

・He has previous convictions for possessing drugs from cannabis to cocaine as well as gun 

offences.
□annually: once every year;  by the year; every year (usually with reference to a sum of 

money paid or received) 
・Companies report to their shareholders annually.

・El Salvador produces 100,000 tons of refined copper annually.

[参照辞書: Merriam-Webster, Oxford English Dictionary, Cambridge Dictionary of 

American English, Collins English Dictionary, Macmillan Dictionary, the Free 
Dictionary, Wikipedia]
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