
「生命の起源」に迫れ　はやぶさ２が投下したカプセル、地球に帰還 - 配布試料　 ／1 3

'Origin of the 
planets' capsule 
lands in 
Australia
December 07, 2020

A Japanese capsule carrying the first extensive sample taken from an asteroid has been 
retrieved, having landed in the Australian Outback.

1-1. Early risers in Australia's outback on Sunday                                                                       
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
1-2. that it's hoped could be carrying                                                                                              

2-1. Six years after leaving Earth on board the Hayabusa2                                                           
2-2. the capsule landed in Australia                                                                                              
2-3. before being retrieved                                                                                                           

3. It’s carrying the world's first extensive samples                                                                        

JAXA president Hiroshi Yamakawa.
"I hope the analysis of the samples from the Ryugu asteroid will shed light on how the solar 
system was formed and how water was brought to Earth.”

4-1. Asteroids are believed to have formed                                                                                   
4-2. and scientists say the sample may contain                                                                           
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

5. Yamakawa said the capsule may also contain some gas,                                                           
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

6. Gases trapped in the rock samples could reveal more                                                                
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

7-1. Hayabusa2 orbited the asteroid for a few months                                                                    
7-2. and used small explosives                                                                                                       

8-1. Having dropped off Sunday's capsule the craft,                                                                      
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
8-2. changed its course                                                                                                                   
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[Vocabulary]
□outback: the bush country of the interior of Australia; The parts of Australia that are far 

away from towns are referred to as the outback; the large areas of land in Australia that are 
not used for growing crops and are far away from any city or town
・a two-week tour of the outback

・It’s very hot and dry in the outback and there are dangerous animals, like snakes.

□space probe: a spacecraft which travels into space with no people in it, usually in order 

to study the planets and send information about them back to earth. 
・Nasa directs the unmanned space probe Galileo to plunge into the atmosphere of the 

planet Jupiter.
・The Pioneer probes have on board ultra-violet instruments which are measuring light 

that we can't measure on the earth.
□planet: a very large round object that moves around the Sun or another star

・The picture shows six of the nine planets in the solar system.

□retrieve: to get something back, especially something that is not easy to find; If you 

retrieve something, you get it back from the place where you left it.
・He reached over and retrieved his jacket from the back seat.

・The men were trying to retrieve weapons left when the army abandoned the island.

□asteroid: a mass of rock that moves around in space. Most asteroids are found between 

the planets Jupiter and Mars, a region of space known as the asteroid belt. 
・The planet must have been hit by an asteroid or a comet.

・Why is the asteroid belt split into a layer of rock and ice asteroids?

□JAXA: Initialism of Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency 

□shed light on: to help to explain a situation; to know why or how something happens or 

works
・Experts hope the plane’s flight recorders will shed light on the cause of the crash.

・It's hoped that the research will shed light on the spread of contagious diseases.

□dawn:  the earliest period; The dawn of a period of time or a situation is the beginning of 

it
・...the dawn of powered flight.

・...the dawn of the radio age.

□solar system: a star and the planets that go around it, especially the Sun and the group of 

planets that includes the Earth
・Saturn is the second biggest planet in the solar system. 

・the search for planets in other solar systems
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□organic matter: matter derived from organisms, esp decayed matter in soil

・Organic matter which the soil has contributed to the growth of crops.

□extract: to remove something from a particular place; to extract a substance means to 

obtain it from something else, for example by using industrial or chemical processes.  
・Citric acid can be extracted from the juice of oranges, lemons, limes or grapefruit. 

・Look at the differences in the extracted DNA. 

□orbit: to move around a large object in space such as a planet; If something such as a 

satellite orbits a planet, moon, or sun, it moves around it in a continuous, curving path. 
・The Moon orbits the Earth.

・In 1957 the Soviet Union launched the first satellite to orbit the Earth.

□map: to make a map of an area 

・...a spacecraft which is using radar to map the surface of Venus. 

・…better mapping of the ocean floor.

□crater: a large round hole on the surface of a planet caused by a meteorite hitting the 

surface 
・Great streams of lava flowed from the crater in ancient times.

・Eruption in 1905, when the main crater was enlarged to a length of 3000 ft.

□craft: an aircraft or space vehicle

・You can refer to a boat, a spacecraft, or an aircraft as a craft.  

□peregrine: a large bird that hunts and kills small birds and animals  ＝ peregrine falcon; 

A peregrine falcon or a peregrine is a bird of prey
・Both come under attack from golden eagles and peregrine falcons.

・The peregrine falcon can swoop down on its prey at 200mph.

[参照辞書: Merriam-Webster, Oxford English Dictionary, America Heritage of the 

English language, Collins English Dictionary, Macmillan Dictionary, the Free 
Dictionary, Wikipedia]
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