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Blinken warns 
China against 
'coercion and 
aggression'
March 17, 2021

U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken warned China on Tuesday against using "coercion 
and aggression" as he sought to use his first trip abroad to shore up Asian alliances in the 
face of growing assertiveness by Beijing.

1-1. A warning to China                                                                                                                     

1-2. as he cautioned it                                                                                                                      

2-1. Blinken and U.S. Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin                                                                  

2-2. for their first trip overseas                                                                                                           

2-3. in a bid                                                                                                                                    

2-4. and solidify Asian alliances                                                                                                      

3-1. China’s extensive territorial claims in the East and South China Seas                                

　                                                                                                　　　　　　　　　　　　        

3-2. in an increasingly strained Sino-U.S. relationship -                                                              
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"We're united in the vision of a free and open ／Indo-Pacific region, where countries follow 

the rules, ／cooperate whenever they can, and resolve their differences peacefully. ／And in 

particular we will push back if necessary when China used  coercion or aggression to get its 
way.”

4-1. China’s foreign ministry spokesman responded Tuesday,                                                     
　                                                                                                　　　　　　　　　　　　        

4-2. should not harm                                                                                                                       

5-1. Blinken also reaffirmed                                                                                                        
5-2. raising concerns about autonomy in Hong Kong, democracy in Taiwan,                             
　                                                                                                　　　　　　　　　　　　        

6. North Korea was also in sharp focus,                                                                                       
　                                                                                                　　　　　　　　　　　　        

"One key element of this is the denuclearization of North Korea. ／We will continue to 

work on that as friends and partners.”

7-1.  Leader Kim Jong Un's sister, Kim Yo Jong,                                                                                      
　                                                                                                　　　　　　　　　　　　        

7-2. ”If it wants to sleep in peace for the coming four years,                                                       
　                                                                                                　　　　　　　　　　　　        

8. The Japan meeting follows a virtual summit last week                                                           
　                                                                                                　　　　　　　　　　　　        

9-1. Blinken and Austin will also visit South Korea this week,                                                    
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9-2. for their first in-person talks with China in Alaska                                                                

[Vocabulary]

□coercion: the use of force or threats to make someone do something; Coercion is the act 

or process of persuading someone forcefully to do something that they do not want to do.

・It was vital that the elections should be free of coercion or intimidation.

・They believe government's only purpose is to protect people from coercion and violence.

□aggression: a situation in which one country attacks another; Aggression is a quality of 

anger and determination that makes you ready to attack other people.　

・He was listening to reports of the recent Russian invasion of Finland, which violated a 

non aggression pact between the two countries.

・The statement condemned the country’s brutal aggression against its neighbor.

□cabinet: a group of members of a government who are chosen by the leader of the 

government to give advice and be responsible for its policies  

・He started forming his cabinet as soon as he became prime minister. 

・The announcement came after a three-hour Cabinet meeting.

□in a bid to: to try to obtain something or to try to obtain something

・They hired the best athletes in a bid to win the pennant.

・In a bid to finish up the war, Bush is sending a surge of 20,000 additional troops to Iraq.

□solidify: to  make stronger or united  

https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/persuade
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/want
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/anger
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/determination
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/ready
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/listen
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/report
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/recent
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/russian
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/invasion
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/finland
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/violate
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/pact
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/statement_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/condemned
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/country
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/brutal
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/neighbor
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・a speech that solidified her supporters.

・It has solidified its position as a leading company.

□in the face of:  when confronted with; when threatened by or confronted with.  

・It is hard for brokers to be cheerful in the face of a falling stock market. 

・It's hard to be an optimist in the face of so much tragedy and turmoil in the news each 

day.

□assertive: Someone who is assertive states their needs and opinions clearly, so that people 

take notice.

・Debating encourages children to be more assertive.

・If you really want the promotion, you'll have to be more assertive.

□assertiveness: aggressive self-assurance; given to making bold assertions 

・Clare's assertiveness stirred up his deep-seated sense of inadequacy.

・People sometimes confuse assertiveness with aggressiveness and hostility.

□extensive: spreading over a large area; Something that is extensive covers or includes a 

large physical area. 

・...an extensive tour of Latin America.

・When built, the palace and its grounds were more extensive than the city itself.

□strained: not relaxed or friendly; If relations between people are strained, those people do 

not like or trust each other.

https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/solidify
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/position_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/leading
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/company
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/states
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/need
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/opinion
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/clearly
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/notice
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/want
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/promotion
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/confuse
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/hostile
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/physical
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/relaxed
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/friendly_1
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/relation
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/trust
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・...a period of strained relations between the prime minister and his deputy.

・Relations between the two countries are strained.

□Sino-: Chinese; Sino- is added to adjectives indicating nationality to form adjectives 

which describe relations between China and another country.

・...Sino-Vietnamese friendship.

・...Sino-Japanese trade and investment.

□reaffirm: to formally and officially state something again 

・He reaffirmed his commitment to the country's economic reform program.

・The government has reaffirmed that it will take any steps necessary to maintain law and 

order.

□commitment: a promise to do something; enthusiasm for something and a determination 

to work hard at it　

・We made a commitment to keep working together.

・They made a commitment to peace.

□autonomy: a situation in which a state, region, or organization is independent and has the 

power to govern itself 

・Demonstrators demanded immediate autonomy for their region.

・The universities want to preserve their autonomy from central government.

https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/relation
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/country
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/add
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/adjective
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/indicate
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/nationality
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/describe
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/relation
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/demand
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/immediate
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/their
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/region
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/university
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/want
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/preserve
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/their
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/central
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/government
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□Xinjiang: an autonomous province in far northwestern China on the border with 

Mongolia and Kazakhstan; the largest province in the People's Republic of China and the 
homeland of the Uighur people
・China claims that Aksai Chin is part of the Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region.　
・Chinese in Xinjiang and Russian elsewhere had the greatest influence on Uyghur.

□sharp focus: the thing that people are concentrating on or paying particular attention to 

・In the meantime, a challenge he faces came into sharp focus last week.

・Former US Vice President Al Gore brings these issues of environmental problems into 

sharp focus.

□rebuff: to refuse to talk to someone or do what they suggest　　

・His proposals have already been rebuffed by the Prime Minister.

・Why does a woman rebuff a man who pleases her?

□refrain from: to make a considered, conscious effort not to do something

・Please refrain from smoking when in my house. 

・Please refrain from talking while you are in the library.

□cause a stink: to cause trouble and make people angry  

・The article about political corruption caused a real stink.

・N Korea warns US not to 'cause a stink' before Seoul meeting.

□in-person: an appearance carried out personally in someone else’s physical presence 

・He carried out the negotiations in person.

https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/people_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/concentrate_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/pay_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/particular_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/attention
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/meantime
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/challenge
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/came
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/last
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/week
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/cause
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/trouble
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/people
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/angry
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/article
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/political
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/corruption
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/cause
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/real
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・He was stunned by her beauty after meeting her in person.

□fray: if someone’s nerves or their temper frays or is frayed, they start to get angry or 

nervous　

・After an hour of waiting, tempers began to fray.

・Tempers frayed as thousands of drivers began the Christmas holiday with long waits in 

traffic jams.

[参照辞書: Merriam-Webster, Oxford English Dictionary, Cambridge Dictionary of 

American English, Collins English Dictionary, Macmillan Dictionary, the Free 
Dictionary, Wikipedia]

https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/driver
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/began
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/christmas
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/holiday
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/long
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/wait
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/traffic
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/jam

