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U.S. retail sales 
drop in February
March 18, 2020

Consumers pinched their wallets in 
February, pushing retail sales 
down 0.5% - the most in more than 
a year. As Fred Katayama reports, 

the rapidly spreading coronavirus pandemic could further depress sales at retailers.
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[Vocabulary]
◻pick something clean: to remove everything from something or some place.  
・You’d better get to the store early during the big sale, because people pick the shelves 

clean in no time.
・The boss said we could take anything left behind in the office, so we went through and 

picked the building clean.
◻hold back on something: to withhold something; to give or take only a limited amount 
・ Hold back on the gravy. I'm on a diet. 
・ That's enough. Hold back. Save some for the others.
◻retail sales: the purchases of finished goods and services by consumers and businesses.
・This quarter our region's retail sales are up three percent from last quarter and seven 

percent from this time last year.
◻decline: a reduction in the amount or quality of something
・There's been a decline in the youth labor force of about 2 and half million people.

◻broad: including many different things or people
・I meet a broad range of people in my job.

・Our radio station plays a broad spectrum of popular music.

◻Centers for Disease Control: ・the leading national public health institute of the United 

States. ◆CDC  
◻cancellation: a decision to stop something that has been arranged from taking place
・the cancellation of yesterday’s game

◻pandemic: an occurrence of a disease that affects many people across a whole country or 
the whole world
・An influenza pandemic occurs when a new influenza virus emerges and spreads around 

the world.
◻retailer: a person or company that sells goods directly to the public for their own use 
・This supermarket is one of Japan's most successful retailers. 

◻consumer-led: responding to the needs of consumers in the market
◻recession: a period when trade and industry are not successful and there is a lot of 
unemployment  
・The economy was in recession.

・Some analysts are worried about the influence of Japan's recession on the world 

economy. 
◻Goldman Sachs: an American multinational investment bank and financial services 
company headquartered in New York City. It offers services in investment management, 
securities, asset management, prime brokerage, and securities underwriting.
◻American Express: an American multinational financial services corporation 
headquartered at 200 Vesey Street in New York City. The company was founded in 1850 
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and is one of the 30 components of the Dow Jones Industrial Average. The company is best 
known for its charge card, credit card, and traveler's cheque businesses.

[参照辞書: Merriam-Webster, Oxford English Dictionary, America Heritage of the English 

language, Collins English Dictionary, Macmillan Dictionary, the Free Dictionary, Wikipedia]
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