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Belarus 'hijacks' Irish 
airliner, arrests 
journalist

May 25, 2021

Belarusian authorities scrambled a fighter jet and 
flagged what turned out to be a false bomb alert to 

force a Ryanair plane to land on Sunday and then detained an opposition-minded journalist 
who was on board, drawing condemnation from Europe and the United States. The Irish 
airline's CEO is calling it "state-sponsored hijacking.”

1-1. Belarus has sparked international outrage                                                                                
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
1-2. before arresting                                                                                                                       

2-1. Belarus grounded the Ryanair passenger plane                                                                          
2-2. for what turned out                                                                                                                   

3. Although the flight was on its way to Lithuania from Greece, Belarusian authorities
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

4. According to local media, Belarus President Alexander Lukashenko                                      
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

5. No explosives were found                                                                                                            

6-1. Instead, when it reached the ground                                                                                      
6-2. Belarusian journalist                                                                                                              

7-1. Twenty-six-year-old Protasevich worked                                                                               
7-2. when it broadcast                                                                                                                     

8-1. He’s now wanted                                                                                                                     
8-2. and is accused                                                                                                                             

9-1. A passenger onboard the aircraft said Protasevich                                                                
9-2. and was shaking when he realized                                                                                          

10. Later, as he was led away, he reportedly remarked,                                                                
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“When it was announced that we're going to land in Minsk, so the man stood up to open the 
luggage door. He took his luggage and was trying to split up his things, like his computer he 
gave to his girlfriend, iPhone or whatever it’s called.”

11. After seven hours in Minsk,                                                                                                      
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

12. Lithuania’s President Gitanas Nauseda said                                                                             

"It should be noted that such attacks on the opposition have recently become systematic… I 
am attending the European Council tomorrow, and we will no doubt raise this issue as well. 
It's time to stop communicating with the regime just by making declarations. Concrete 
measures are needed, capable of changing the behavior of the Belarusian regime.”

13-1. Global leaders followed suit                                                                                               
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
13-2. and head of the EU’s European Commission,                                                                     
13-3. who tweeted,"Those responsible for the Ryanair hijacking                                                 

14-1. Human rights groups say                                                                                                       
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
14-2. and more than 1,000 criminal cases                                                                                           

[Vocabulary]
□outrage: a strong feeling of anger and shock at something that you feel is wrong or unfair  

・The decision provoked outrage from women and human rights groups.

・The proposal sparked outrage among local people.

□Ryanair: an Irish ultra low-cost airline founded in 1984. It is headquartered in Swords, 

Dublin, with its primary operational bases at Dublin and London Stansted airports.
・The airport is a base for Condor, easyJet and Ryanair.
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・The airport is served by budget airlines, including Ryanair and Jet2, with services to 

domestic and European destinations.
□divert: to make something move or travel in a different direction 

・We diverted a plane to rescue 100 passengers. 

・She insists on diverting to a village close to the airport.

□Minsk: the capital of Belarus: an industrial city and educational and cultural centre, with 

a university (1921). Pop: 1 915 396 (2015 est)
・In 1987 he moved to Minsk, Belarus.　
・She was originally born near the city of Minsk, Belarus.

□Belarus: a landlocked republic in eastern Europe; formerly a European soviet 

・Minsk is the economic capital of Belarus.

・I traveled through all of Poland and Belarus, finally reaching Ukraine.

□ground: to confine or restrict to the ground; If an aircraft or its passengers are grounded, 

they are made to stay on the ground and are not allowed to take off.
・The civil aviation minister ordered all the planes to be grounded.

・All of their planes have been grounded.

□airspace: the sky above a particular country that is considered to belong to that country 

・The plane left British airspace.

・unauthorized entry into Cuban airspace

□Lithuania: a republic in northeastern Europe on the Baltic Sea　
・He is regarded as national poet in Poland, Lithuania, and Belarus.

・Lithuania continues to serve as a model to others, by advancing democracy and security 

on a global scale.
□Alexander Lukashenko: Alexander Grigoryevich Lukashenko has been the president of 

Belarus since 1994. Lukashenko is a controversial figure whose supporters say has kept the 
country from chaos, but whose critics say uses ruthless methods to maintain power.
・He looks 100% like Lukashenko, when I came to power after the downfall of the Soviet 

Union.
・During his tenure under Khrushchev, Lukashenko was considered the second most 

powerful man in the Soviet Union.
□deploy: to move soldiers or equipment to a place where they can be used when they are 

needed: if a government or army deploys soldiers or weapons, it uses them
・Troops have been deployed in the area to counter a possible attack.

・The decision has been made to deploy extra weapons.
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□detain: to keep someone in a police station or prison and not allow them to leave　
・Ms. Dann has been detained, so we will start the meeting without her.

・A suspect has been detained by the police for questioning.

□Roman Protasevich: (born 5 May 1995)) a Belarusian journalist and activist. He was the 

former editor-in-chief of the Telegram channel Nexta, as well as the chief editor of the 
Telegram channel "Belarus of the Brain". On 23 May 2021, Protasevich was detained by the 
Belarusian government after his commercial flight was intercepted in Belarusian airspace by 
a Belarusian fighter jet and directed to land in Minsk.
□NEXTA: Nexta is a Belarusian news outlet that is primarily distributed through Telegram 

and YouTube channels. It is the most popular Telegram channel in Belarus and main news 
source of the Belarusian opposition, playing a central role in the 2020-21 Belarusian protest 
movement. 
□wanted: being looked for by the police in connection with a crime　
・At the time he was top of the most wanted list.

・But he is a wanted man in Italy.

□extremism: the behavior or beliefs of extremists;  a tendency to have beliefs or opinions 

that are considered to be extremely unreasonable by most people
・leftist extremism

・Greater demands were being placed on the police by growing right-wing extremism.

□incite: to encourage people to be violent or commit crimes by making them angry or 

excited 
・He incited his fellow citizens to take their revenge. 

・The party agreed not to incite its supporters to violence. 

□lead away: to direct or guide someone or something away from someone or something 

・The officer led the victim's wife away from the accident. 

・After the judge issued the sentence, the bailiff led the defendant away.

□split up: to separate into parts or portions; If you split something up, or if it splits up, you 

divide it so that it is in a number of smaller separate sections.
・Any thought of splitting up the company was unthinkable, they said.

・Even though museums have begged to borrow her collection, she could never split it up. 

□Vilnius: the capital and largest city of Lithuania; located in southeastern Lithuania; the 

capital of Lithuania: passed to Russia in 1795; under Polish rule (1920–39); university 
(1578); an industrial and commercial centre. Pop: 516 765 (2015 est)
・The uprising soon expanded to Vilnius and other locations.

・Thomas Edison live photography session was held in the Concerts Hall of the Botanical 

Garden of Vilnius University.
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□Gitanas Nauseda: (born 19 May 1964) is a Lithuanian economist, politician and banker 

who is the current president of Lithuania.
□face (the) consequences: to experience negative repercussions for one's actions or words, 

especially those that one would expect to incur punishment.
・Stop it or face the consequences.

・I told you not to try to sneak in, and now that you've been caught, you're just going to 

have to face the consequences.
□regime: a government that controls a country, especially in a strict or unfair way; If you 

refer to a government or system of running a country as a regime, you are critical of it 
because you think it is not democratic and uses unacceptable methods. 
・...the collapse of the Fascist regime at the end of the war.

・The murder sparked off events leading to the overthrow of the regime.

□follow suit: to do what someone else is doing

・Other local governments may follow suit. 

・It remains to be seen if other law firms follow suit.

□Ursula von der Leyen: (born 8 October 1958) a German politician and physician who 

has been President of the European Commission since 1 December 2019.
□criminal case: one where a person or a company, is accused of committing a criminal 

offense.
・Unlike the above-mentioned cases, this was a criminal case.

・Has the criminal case been finally settled?

□launch: to start a major activity such as a military attack, a public investigation, or a new 

career or project
・The police confirmed that an inquiry has been launched into the incident.

・The police have launched an investigation into the incident.

[参照辞書: Merriam-Webster, Oxford English Dictionary, Cambridge Dictionary of 

American English, Collins English Dictionary, Macmillan Dictionary, the Free 
Dictionary, Wikipedia]
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