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Germany: 
infections rise as 
restrictions ease
May 12, 2020

Germany reported on Monday that 
new coronavirus infections were 
accelerating exponentially after 
early steps to ease its lockdown, 
news that sounded a global alarm 
even as businesses opened from 
Paris hair salons to Shanghai 
Disneyland.

1-1. Germany is reporting that new coronavirus infections are soaring                                       
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
1-2. news that has sounded a global alarm                                                                                     
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

2-1. Germany reported                                                                                                                   
2-2. meaning the number of people each person infected with the coronavirus goes on to 
infect                                                                                                                                                

3-1. This comes just days                                                                                                               
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
3-2. and it shows                                                                                                                             
3-3. even in a country with one of the best records                                                                      
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

4-1. And Germany is not alone —                                                                                                 
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
4-2. another country                                                                                                                      

5. Governments around the world are struggling with the question                                              
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

6-1. In Europe —                                                                                                                             
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6-2. Spain and France began major steps to ease their lockdowns, while Britain                          
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

7. Mickey Mouse welcomed small crowds in Shanghai -- as the Disney theme park 
reopened,                                                                                                                                        

8. Parades and fireworks were canceled and workers and guests were required to wear face 
masks and                                                                                                                              
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

9-1. New Zealand, which also had success in fighting infection                                                   
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
9-2. said                                                                                                                                         

10. But some countries are taking steps to open up their economies                                           
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

11. India, which has locked down its population of 1.3 billion people since March,                   
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

12. But it said it would restart some passenger railway services,                                                 
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

13-1. In the United States, unemployment figures released last week                                          
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
13-2. and President Donald Trump                                                                                                  
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

14. Many states have begun loosening restrictions                                                                       
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

15-1. Back to Germany -- and a health ministry spokesman said authorities                                 
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
15-2. and it did not mean                                                                                                              

 
[Vocabulary]
◻soar: to quickly increase to a high level
・Unemployment has soared.

・The yen soared to another record high Monday in Tokyo.

◻reproduction rate: It is the number of new infections generated by each case.  An RO 
rate (pronounced R-naught),  of 1, for example, means on average each infected person will 
infect one other person they come in contact with.  A reproduction rate above 1 means the 
virus is spreading exponentially, with each contagious person infecting more than one other 

https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/unemployment
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/soar
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person. A reproduction rate of more than 1 is also an indication that hospitals and health-
care systems are vulnerable to becoming overwhelmed.  During the fast-spreading initial 
outbreak of the coronavirus in Wuhan, China, the reproduction rate was estimated at around 
2.5, according to a World Health Organization analysis.  A reproduction rate of less than 1 
means that an outbreak is subsiding, since each infected person is transmitting the virus to 
fewer than one other person. 
◻relax: to make rules, controls, conditions, etc. less strict
・Some companies have relaxed their restrictions on unpaid leave.

・Some analysts believe that the government soon will begin relaxing economic controls.

◻reverse: to change your views, policies, etc. to the opposite ones
・The new government set about reversing previous policies.

◻contain: to prevent something harmful from spreading to other people or places 
・Strong measures are urgently needed to contain the epidemic.

・The city authorities said the curfew had contained the violence.

◻step: one of a series of actions that you do in order to achieve a particular goal
・This new law is the first step in making our city safer.

・The elections were a step in the right direction, but there is a lot more to be done.

◻cautious: careful to avoid problems or danger
・You should be more cautious when walking at night.

・Perhaps a more cautious approach would bring better results.

◻screen: to test someone to find out if they have a particular illness
・He recommends screening pregnant women for diabetes.

・A quick saliva test that would screen for people at risk of tooth decay.

◻mall: a large building with a lot of stores, restaurants, and sometimes a movie theater 
・They can open stores in glistening new malls.

・People complain that malls are new and foreign.

◻sustained: continuing at the same level or rate for a long time
・There is moderate, sustained improvement.

・sustained economic development

◻figure: an official number that has been counted or calculated; a number
・Government figures show a continued decline in unemployment.

・This year’s sales figures were excellent.

・unemployment figure

◻the Great Depression: a time period during the 1930s when there was a worldwide 
economic depression and mass unemployment
◻case: a person with a disease; A case is a person or their particular problem that a doctor, 
social worker, or other professional is dealing with.

https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/company
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/relaxed
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/restriction
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/unpaid
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/leave_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/new
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/government
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/set_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/reverse_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/previous_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/policy
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/strong
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/measure_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/urgent#urgent__11
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/need_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/epidemic_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/new
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/law
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/making
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/city
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/safe_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/approach_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/bring
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/better_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/result_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/recommend
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/screening
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/pregnant
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/women
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/diabetes
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/store
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/glisten
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/complain
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/foreign
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https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/development
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https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/continued
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/decline_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/unemployment
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/year
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/sale
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/figure_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/excellent
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/problem
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/professional
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/dealing
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・He treated several cases of severe sunburn.

・Some cases of arthritis respond to a gluten-free diet.

[参照辞書: Merriam-Webster, Oxford English Dictionary, America Heritage of the 

English language, Collins English Dictionary, Macmillan Dictionary, the Free 
Dictionary, Wikipedia]

https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/treat_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/case_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/severe
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/sunburn

