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China confirms spread of coronavirus

January 21, 2020

A deadly new virus related to SARS is 
spreading outside the Chinese city where it 
first broke out. Officials over the weekend 
announced that the number of patients has 
tripled and a third person died.
          

1. An outbreak of a new coronavirus in China                                                            

2-1. Chinese health authorities on Monday                                                              
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

2-2. discovered over the weekend,                                                                          

3. Experts say                                                                                                                  

4-1. The outbreak                                                                                                        
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
4-2. where around 200 cases                                                                                     

5-1. The virus                                                                                                              
5-2. and it can cause fever,                                                                                         

6-1. But there are                                                                                                          
6-2. like whether it's as deadly as SARS and                                                             
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

7. It all                                                                                                                      

8-1. In China,                                                                                                            
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
8-2. leading to fears                                                                                                  

9. According to Monday's data,                                                                                

10. The new cases include                                                                                        
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
11. Across the border in Hong Kong,                                                                          
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

TOM SZE, HONG KONG RESIDENT, SAYING:
"The case of SARS is similar to the case in Wuhan and so yeah I'm worried.”

12. The virus has already                                                                                           

13. Thailand has reported                                                                                             
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14-1. U.S. health officials                                                                                            
14-2. and they’ve deployed inspectors to major airports                                            
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

15. Meanwhile, China is working                                                                                

16. Medical experts appeared on state-run television over the weekend                  
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

17. One described                                                                                                                  

[Vocabulary]
◻outbreak: the sudden start of war, disease, violence, etc. 
・An outbreak of food poisoning led to the deaths of five people.

・the outbreak of war

◻coronavirus: a type of airborne virus accounting for 10–30% of all colds
Word origin:  so called because of their corona-like appearance in electron micrographs
◻case: an instance of a disease 
・a bad case of food poisoning

◻pneumonia: a serious illness affecting your lungs that makes it difficult for you to breathe 
・a case of pneumonia

・He caught pneumonia over the winter.

・She nearly died of pneumonia.

◻strain: pressure caused by a difficult situation; Strain is a state of worry and tension caused by a 
difficult situation. 
・This war will put a great strain on the economy.

・She was tired and under great strain.

◻be to blame: to censure; to express disapprobation of; to find fault with; to reproach.  
・He is not to blame for his younger brother's failure. 

・The conductor was to blame for the accident.

◻link to: to have a connection with someone or something 
・I only found out recently that our family tree links to George Washington!

◻Wuhan: a city of central China on the Chang Jiang; the commercial and industrial center of 
central China 
◻family: BIOLOGY a group of animals or plants that are related; A family of animals or plants is a 
group of related species.
◻SARS: ＝severe acute respiratory syndrome; a serious illness that affects your chest and that was 

first reported in Asia in 2003 
◻deadly: able or likely to kill people 
・This is a potentially deadly disease.

・deadly poison

◻transmit: to spread a disease from one person to another 
・HIV can be transmitted by sexual contact.
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◻Lunar New Year: East Asian and Southeast Asian Lunar New Year celebrations are, or were, 
based on the traditional Chinese lunisolar calendar (occurring in late January or early February): An 
annual holiday of several cultures that marks the beginning of a new year according to a lunar or 
lunisolar calendar, as opposed to a new year dictated by a solar calendar such as the Julian or 
Gregorian calendars.
◻lead to: to begin a process that causes something to happen
・Colds may lead to all kinds of diseases.

・There is no doubt that stress can lead to physical illness.

◻province: one of many areas into which some countries are divided 
・the Canadian provinces

・For the holidays, they are going to Alberta province in Canada. 

◻Guangdong: a province in southern China; a province of SE China, on the South China Sea: 
includes the Leizhou Peninsula, with densely populated river valleys; traditionally also including 
Macao and Hong Kong; the only true tropical climate in China. 
◻make one's way: to advance or proceed 
・We made our way to the North Pole, but could not return without help. 

◻take no chances: to not do something that is risky or dangerous  
・She was taking no chances by refusing to go skydiving. 

・They did not take any chances and called the fire department when they smelled gas. 

◻deploy: to spread out, utilize, or arrange for a deliberate purpose; If you deploy something or if it 
deploys, you use it effectively or it works effectively.
・deploy a sales force

・Mobile apps are another weapon to be deployed by online retailers in the battle for business.

◻inspector: an official whose job is to check that things are in the correct condition or that people 
are doing what they should 
・Health inspectors are concerned about the risk of disease.

・United Nations weapons inspectors

◻screen: to test someone to find out if they have a particular illness; to screen for a disease means 
to examine people to make sure that they do not have it. 
・He recommends screening pregnant women for diabetes.

・a quick saliva test that would screen for people at risk of tooth decay.

◻on top of: In complete control or with complete awareness of someone or something, often due 
to being diligent, fully informed, and/or up-to-date.
・She's always on top of her job, day and night. 

・A: How is the new project going?

　B: Right on track! Jen was on top of it while you were on vacation.
◻reassure: to make someone feel less worried about something 
・He tried to reassure her after she lost her confidence.

・The airline tried to reassure the customers that the planes were safe.

◻epidemic: a situation in which a disease spreads very quickly and infects many people  
・a flu epidemic

・an epidemic of typhoid
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