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Biden 
pledges to 
end ‘forever 
war’ in 
Afghanistan
April 15, 2021

President Joe Biden said on Wednesday he will begin withdrawing the last U.S. troops from 
Afghanistan on May 1 to end America's longest war, rejecting calls for U.S. forces to stay to 
ensure a peaceful resolution to that nation's grinding internal conflict.

“It is time to end the forever war.”

1-1. President Joe Biden said on Wednesday                                                                              
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
1-2. to end America's longest war, rejecting calls for U.S. forces to stay                                      
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

2-1. In a White House speech, Biden set a deadline                                                                      
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
2-2. exactly 20 years                                                                                                                      

"War in Afghanistan was never meant to be a multi-generational undertaking.  I said, along 
with others, that we'd follow Osama bin Laden to the gates of hell if need be. That's exactly 
what we did... and we got it.  That was 10 years ago.”

3-1. The Democratic president had faced a May 1 withdrawal deadline,                                      
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
3-2. who tried but failed to pull the troops out                                                                              

4-1. But by pulling out                                                                                                                  
4-2. the United States opens itself to criticism that a withdrawal represents                                 
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

5. One such critic                                                                                                                             

"The result of this decision today by President Biden is to cancel an insurance policy that, in 
my view, would prevent another 9/11."
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6. Foreign troops under NATO command will also withdraw from Afghanistan                           
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
 
7. Afghan President Ashraf Ghani wrote on Twitter                                                                     
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

8-1. Successive U.S. presidents                                                                                                        
8-2. but those hopes were complicated                                                                                          
8-3. endemic corruption in Afghanistan                                                                                          

9. But Biden made clear Wednesday                                                                                               

"I am now the fourth American president to preside over an American troop presence in 
Afghanistan. Two Republicans. Two Democrats. I will not pass this responsibility on to a 
fifth.”

[Vocabulary]
□grinding: extreme: used for emphasizing how bad a situation is; If you describe a bad 

situation as grinding, you mean it never gets better, changes, or ends.
・Their grandfather had left his village in order to escape the grinding poverty.

・...the grinding difficulty of getting to the stadium.

□al Qaeda: A militant Islamic fundamentalist group; An international organization of 

loosely affiliated cells that carry out attacks and bombings in the attempt to disrupt the 
economies and influence of Western nations and advance Islamic fundamentalism.
・The influential al Qaeda propagandist, who was born in New Mexico, died in a U.S. 

drone strike later that year.
・The al Qaeda-linked gunmen shot back, but only managed to injure one officer before 

they were taken out.
□multi-generational: relating to several generations

・multigenerational families

・multigenerational audience

□undertaking: something difficult or complicated that you do 

・Organizing the show has been a massive undertaking.

・Organizing a wedding is a major undertaking.

□Osama bin Laden: (1957–2011), Islamic militant, born in Saudi Arabia. He was 

regarded as the founder of al-Qaeda and the mastermind behind the September 11 terrorist 
attacks. Following the attacks he went into hiding, but was tracked down and killed by US 
special forces in Pakistan. 

https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/describe
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/bad
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/situation
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/grind
https://eow.alc.co.jp/search?q=audience&ref=awle
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/organize
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/wedding
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/major_1
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・The ideology of Sudan was so congenial to Osama bin Laden that he spent three years in 

Sudan in the 1990s. 
・The Central Intelligence Agency has publicly disavowed the likelihood of Mr Hussein's 

handing over his most prized weapons to Osama bin Laden.
□if need be: if something becomes necessary 

・If need be, you can reach me at this number. 

・You can always call me at home if need be.

□leave office: to give up or retire from a position 

・The Secretary fo the Navy will leave office next month.

・That night, Nixon finalized his decision to leave office.

□open oneself to criticism: to allow others to give one criticism.

・You'll never improve as a writer if you don't open yourself up to criticism more.

・By saying something so stupid in public, you really opened yourself to criticism.

□de facto: actual, even though not official; De facto is used to indicate that something is a 

particular thing, even though it was not planned or intended to be that thing.
・English is the de facto language of the computer industry.

・This might be interpreted as a de facto recognition of the republic's independence.

□admission: a statement accepting that something is true, especially something that you 

have done that you are sorry about 
・Her silence was taken as an admission of guilt and defeat.

・I felt he would see my giving up now as an admission that I was wrong.

□military strategy: The art and science of employing the armed forces of a nation to 

secure the objectives of national policy by the application of force or the threat of force.
・He spoke of the political changes and changes in military strategy.

・Those of us who are not experts on military strategy have tried to understand some of the 

explanations. 
□Lindsey Graham: (born July 9, 1955)) an American lawyer and politician serving as the 

senior United States senator from South Carolina, a seat he has held since 2003. A member 
of the Republican Party, Graham served as chair of the Senate Committee on the Judiciary 
from 2019 to 2021.
□insurance policy: written contract or certificate of insurance; a document that gives 

details of the agreement between an insurer and the person who is insured
・We've been advised to take out an insurance policy to cover the tax liability.

・There's one particular job I'm after but I'm applying for several others as an insurance 

policy.

https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/actual
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/official_1
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/even
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/plan
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/intended
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/language
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/industry
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/silence
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/guilt
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/defeat
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/felt
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/see
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/wrong
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seniority_in_the_United_States_Senate
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Senate
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_Carolina
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Republican_Party_(United_States)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Senate_Committee_on_the_Judiciary
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/document
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/detail
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/agreement
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/insurer
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/insure
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/particular
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/job
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/apply
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/others
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/insurance
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/policy
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□in coordination with: together with

・The FBI worked in coordination with local police.

・The operation was carried out in coordination with US forces. 

□Ashraf Ghani: (born 19 May 1949) is an Afghan politician, academic, and economist 

who is serving as President of Afghanistan. He was first elected on 20 September 2014 and 
was re-elected in the 28 September 2019 presidential election.
□successive: happening or existing one after another without a break.

・Successive governments have wriggled out of taking action.

・...the failure of successive governments to co-ordinate transport policy.

□extricate: to get someone out of a difficult or unpleasant situation; If you extricate 

yourself or another person from a difficult or serious situation, you free yourself or the other 
person from it.
・It represents a last ditch attempt by the country to extricate itself from its economic crisis. 

・Pete had managed to extricate himself from a very embarrassing situation.

□endemic: very common, or strongly established in a place or situation 

・Street crime is virtually endemic in large cities.

・The watchdog said the problem was endemic in the industry.

□resiliency: an ability to recover from or adjust easily to adversity or change   

・Her return and resiliency meant a lot to her teammates.

・… the resiliency of nature and humans in the wake of fires, floods, earthquakes, 

volcanoes, and other destructive forces.
□Taliban: A fundamentalist Muslim movement whose militia took control of much of 

Afghanistan from early 1995, and in 1996 took Kabul and set up a radical Islamic state. The 
movement was forcibly removed from power by the US and its allies after the September 
11, 2001, attacks.
・The Taliban enforced a strict Muslim code of behavior.

・The Taliban airforce had effectively been disabled and their air defense systems were now 

inoperable.
□preside over: to be in a position of power while important changes or events are 

happening
・He presided over the worst season in the team’s history.

・The head of the department will preside over the faculty meeting.

[参照辞書: Merriam-Webster, Oxford English Dictionary, Cambridge Dictionary of 

American English, Collins English Dictionary, Macmillan Dictionary, the Free 
Dictionary, Wikipedia]
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