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Returning to 
Fukushima's 
nuclear zone
March 04, 2021

Japan’s government is turning the recovery of Fukushima into a symbol of national revival, 
but lingering worries is keeping many away.

1-1. Hisae Unuma's home                                                                                                                
1-2. which unleashed a tsunami                                                                                                    
1-3. and forced her and 160,000 others                                                                                          

2. She returned recently                                                                                                                

3. Its roof is now close to complete collapse and a bamboo                                                         
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

"I'm almost 70 years old, so I don't think it's possible for me to live here. There's no base for 
a life here. I can't go shopping and there's no hospital, so I can't imagine building a life 
here.”

4-1. Japan’s government has turned Fukushima's recovery                                                            
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
4-2. and is encouraging residents to return                                                                                    
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

5. But lingering worries about the nearby nuclear plant,                                                                
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

"I want to say to the government: Please don't solve the problem with money. We should be 
treated like human beings, not animals. They feed us with money to shut us up. It shouldn't 
be like this. We want to live like human beings. That is what I really want to say.”

6-1. Unuma declined                                                                                                                      
6-2. unwilling to be treated as a Fukushima refugee                                                                       
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7. She now lives as a vegetable farmer near the capital                                                                   
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

"There's nothing that lets me feel secure enough to continue making a living. But now since 
there are people who come to me to buy vegetables, that's the easiest way for me to make a 
living by delivering vegetables to them daily. That's a life with hope.”

[Vocabulary]
□withstand: to be strong enough not to be harmed or destroyed by something; If 

something or someone withstands a force or action, they survive it or do not give in to it.; to 
be able to deal with a difficult situation
・Exercise really can help you withstand stresses and strains more easily.

・Would she be able to withstand the intense media pressure?

□unleash: to do or to cause something that has a very powerful or harmful effect

・The new tax laws have unleashed a storm of criticism.

・The war could unleash unstoppable political and economic changes.

□wreck: to severely damage or destroy a vehicle or building  

・The town has been wrecked by the bombing.

・He just said it had wrecked his life.

□check on: to check the status, condition, or wellbeing of someone or something through 

an inspection or visit.
・Please check on this for me. 

・We need to check on grandma and see how she is coping with all this snow.

□base: a place from which an activity can be planned, started, or carried out　
・The family base was crucial to my development.

・Hikers find this a convenient base for their mountain expeditions.

□decontaminate: to remove a dangerous or poisonous substance from something; to rid of 

contamination 
・Workers are continuing to decontaminate the nuclear plant where the accident occurred.

・It may cost over $5 million to decontaminate the whole site.

□linger: to last or continue for a long time, often much longer than expected; When 

something such as an idea, feeling, or illness lingers, it continues to exist for a long time, 
often much longer than expected　
・The scent of her perfume lingered on in the room. 

・A guerrilla war has lingered into its fourth decade.
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□infrastructure: the set of systems within a place or organization that affect how well it 

operates, for example the telephone and transportation systems in a country
・The war has badly damaged the country's infrastructure.

・More money is needed to maintain the city's infrastructure.

□claim: to officially ask for money that you believe you have a right to; If you claim 

money from the government, an insurance company, or another organization, you officially 
apply to them for it, because you think you are entitled to it according to their rules.
・Some 25 per cent of the people who are entitled to claim State benefits do not do so.

・They intend to claim for damages against the three doctors.

□handout: a portion of food, clothing, or money given to or as if to a beggar 

・The family wasn't interested in government handouts.

・Now it seems we see it almost as a charitable handout.

[参照辞書: Merriam-Webster, Oxford English Dictionary, Cambridge Dictionary of 

American English, Collins English Dictionary, Macmillan Dictionary, the Free 
Dictionary, Wikipedia]
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