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Biden calls for 
end to 'uncivil 
war' in inaugural 
speech
January 21, 2021

Joe Biden was sworn in as president of the United States on Wednesday, offering a message 
of unity and restoration to a deeply divided country reeling from a battered economy and a 
raging coronavirus pandemic that has killed more than 400,000 Americans.

BIDEN: “We've learned again that democracy is precious. Democracy is fragile. At this 
hour, my friends, democracy has prevailed.”

1-1. Democrat Joe Biden was sworn in                                                                                          
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
1-2. vowing to end the ‘uncivil war’                                                                                              
1-3. reeling from a battered economy                                                                                           
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

BIDEN: "To overcome these challenges to restore the soul and secure the future of America 
requires so much more than words. It requires the most elusive of all things in a democracy: 
unity... We must end this uncivil war that pits red against blue, rural versus urban, 
conservative versus liberal. We can do this - if we open our souls instead of hardening our 
hearts.”

2-1. With his hand on a five-inch thick heirloom Bible                                                                 
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
2-2. Biden took the oath of office                                                                                                   

3-1. Standing in front of a heavily fortified U.S. Capitol,                                                              
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
3-2. Biden delivered an inaugural speech                                                                                       
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

BIDEN: “And here we stand, just days after a riotous mob thought they could use violence 
to silence the will of the people, to stop the work on our democracy, to drive us from this 
sacred ground... It did not happen; it will never happen. Not today, not tomorrow, not ever.  
Not ever.”

4-1. Looking out across the National Mall, covered in a "field of flags”                                      
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4-2. Biden takes office                                                                                                                     
4-3. with the country facing what his advisers have described                                                        
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
4-4. the pandemic, the economic downturn,                                                                                 

5-1. He has promised immediate action,                                                                                        
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
5-2. the first woman, Black American and first person of South Asian descent                               
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

BIDEN: “Here we stand, looking out on the great Mall where Dr. King spoke of his dream. 
Here we stand, where 108 years ago at another inaugural, thousands of protesters tried to 
block brave women marching for the right to vote. And today we mark the swearing-in of 
the first woman in American history elected to national office, Vice President Kamala 
Harris. Don’t tell me things can’t change.”

[Vocabulary]
□prevail: If one side in a battle, contest, or dispute prevails, it wins.

・I do hope he will prevail over the rebels.

・The center-left coalition is expected to prevail in next month’s election.

□swear in: to administer an oath to someone as part of the official process of taking public 

office; When someone is sworn in, they formally promise to fulfil the duties of a new job or 
appointment.
・He was sworn in as president.

・The current president was sworn in after his predecessor died of a sudden heart attack.

□reel: to feel very shocked, upset, or confused; If you are reeling from a shock, you are 

feeling extremely surprised or upset because of it. 
・I'm still reeling from the shock of hearing of it. 

・It left us reeling with disbelief.

□batter: to make someone or something suffer or seem weak

・battered furniture

・battered economy

・The team’s confidence was battered by the 52–10 defeat.

□elusive: difficult to remember or understand 

・Yet they are elusive creatures and are rarely seen.

・The rebel leader proved elusive.

□pit: to make someone compete or fight against someone or something else; If two 

opposing things or people are pitted against one another, they are in conflict.
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・The former teammates were pitted against each other.

・You will be pitted against people who are every bit as good as you are.

□heirloom: a valuable or special possession that has belonged to a family for many years; 

An heirloom is an ornament or other object that has belonged to a family for a very long 
time and that has been handed down from one generation to another. 
・Family heirloom that kept daddy proud

・María received the family heirloom as a wedding present.

□Chief Justice: the judge who presides over a supreme court　
□John Roberts:(born January 27, 1955) is an American lawyer and jurist who serves as 

Chief Justice of the United States.
□fortify: to protect a place against attack by building strong walls, towers, or other 

structures around it
・The knights had fortified the main town on the island.

・A building isn’ t as fortified as we think it is.

□deliver: to give a formal talk to a group of people

・The president will deliver a speech about schools. 

・It is shocking that only one woman has delivered the lecture in 44 years.

□downturn: a reduction in economic or business activity; If there is a downturn in the 

economy or in a company or industry, it becomes worse or less successful than it had been. 
・There has been a downturn in the economy. 

・They predicted a severe economic downturn.

□descent: the origin of your parents or other older members of your family; You use 

descent to talk about a person's family background, for example their nationality or social 
status. 
・All the contributors were of African descent. 

・My mother is German by descent.

□mark: to mark by some ceremony or observation; to show respect for or commemorate 

・Tomorrow's parade will mark the 50th anniversary of the battle.

・We marked the anniversary of his death.

[参照辞書: Merriam-Webster, Oxford English Dictionary, America Heritage of the 

English language, Collins English Dictionary, Macmillan Dictionary, the Free 
Dictionary, Wikipedia]
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