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Trump held off on 
possibly attacking 
Iran: source
November 17, 2020

A U.S. official says President Donald 
Trump asked top aides about 
potentially attacking Iran's main 
nuclear site during a meeting last 
Thursday.

1-1. With just two months left in office, President Donald Trump                                               
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
1-2. about potentially attacking Iran's main nuclear site,                                                              
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

2-1. That’s according to a U.S. official on Monday,                                                                       
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
2-2. and Secretary of State Mike Pompeo, persuaded Trump                                                       
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

3-1. The meeting came just a day                                                                                                  
3-2. Iran had significantly built up                                                                                                 
3-3. in a fresh breach                                                                                                                       

4-1. A spokesman for Iran's mission to the U.N. said the country's nuclear program                 
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
4-2. but that it was capable of preventing or responding                                                              
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

5. Trump has spent all four years of his presidency                                                                      
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

6. In 2018, he withdrew from the Iran nuclear deal,                                                                      
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7. Trump also ordered a drone strike                                                                                               
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

8. But he has shied away from broader military conflicts                                                              
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

9. A strike on Iran's main nuclear site at Natanz                                                                           
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

10-1. Biden’s team has not had access                                                                                           
10-2. due to the Trump administration's refusal                                                                            

[Vocabulary]
□in office: (of a government) in power

・No one could justify the present government staying in office all that time.

・He had signed several laws since being in office as Governor.

□senior: with a high rank or position; The senior people in an organization or profession 

have the highest and most important jobs.
・a senior officer

・a senior manager

・There are only two positions that are senior to mine.

・As his senior, she commanded quite a bit of respect.

□go ahead with something: to do (something) after planning to do it; to continue 

something despite known concerns 
・Despite the bad weather, they decided to go ahead with the party.

・The President seems determined to go ahead with this policy in defiance of widespread 

public opposition.
□watchdog: a person or organization that works to stop people from doing illegal things in 

a particular area of business or society 
・a watchdog agency for consumers

・a watchdog for the global banking industry

□significantly: by a large amount, or in a way that is easily noticeable

・As an organization, we’ve grown significantly.

・Significantly more people are injured at home than at work.

□build up: to increase something gradually; to enlarge, develop, or increase by degrees or 

in stages
・I've been putting $50 aside every month in an attempt to build up my savings.
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・I'm building up my endurance for the big race by running every day. 

□stockpile: a large collection of things that may be needed; A stockpile of things is a large 

quantity of them that have been stored for future use.
・The two leaders also approved treaties to cut stockpiles of chemical weapons.

・Most plants have a large stockpile of coal, ensuring a reliable source of fuel.

□breach: a failure to do something that you have promised to do or that people expect you 

to do; A breach of an agreement, a law, or a promise is an act of breaking it.
・The congressman was accused of a breach of secrecy rules.

・Reproduction of the CD constitutes a breach of copyright.

□major powers: a state powerful enough to influence events throughout the world

・At the start of this century, Russia and the United States were still major powers.

・The assassination of the Archduke Ferdinand provoked war between the major powers of 

the time, World War One.
□melancholy: You describe something that you see or hear as melancholy when it gives 

you an intense feeling of sadness.
・The only sounds were the distant, melancholy cries of the sheep.

・She felt a little melancholy.

□aggressor: a country that starts a war, or someone who starts a fight; someone who 

attacks 
・They have been the aggressors in this conflict.

・Each country accused the other of being the aggressor.

□Qassem Soleimani: (11 March 1957 – 3 January 2020) was an Iranian major general in 

the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) and, 
from 1998 until his death in 2020, commander of its 
Quds Force, a division primarily responsible for 
extraterritorial military and clandestine operations. In his 
later years, he was considered by some to be the second 
most powerful person in Iran behind Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei and his right-hand man. 

□shy away: to withdraw, recede, or recoil (from 

someone or something) in or as in fear　
・Are you mad at me? You've been shying away from me 

all day.
・The child shied away as the strange man approached.

□Natanz: a city and capital of Natanz County, Isfahan 
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Province, Iran. At the 2006 census, its population was 12,060, in 3,411 families.  It is 
located 70 kilometers (43 mi) south-east of Kashan.

□pose: to create a difficult or dangerous situation 

・This could pose a threat to jobs in the coal industry.

・His ill health poses serious problems for the future.

□have access to: to get information; If you have access to something such as information 

or equipment, you have the opportunity or right to see it or use it.
・Minors should not have access to alcohol or cigarettes. 

・We have helped thousands of young people to have access to the information they need.
□national security intelligence: the most prestigious report on current world events and is 

distributed to only the President and a few other top policymakers in the government of the 
United States

[参照辞書: Merriam-Webster, Oxford English Dictionary, America Heritage of the 

English language, Collins English Dictionary, Macmillan Dictionary, the Free 
Dictionary, Wikipedia]
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