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Florida surpasses 
NY in COVID-19 
cases
July 27, 2020

Florida on Sunday overtook New York in cases of the novel coronavirus, behind only 
California in the U.S. epidemic.

1. Florida reached a grim weekend milestone as it                                                                        
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

2-1. With 9,300 new cases on Sunday,                                                                                            
2-2. blowing past New York, which,                                                                                               
2-3. has managed to control it                                                                                                      
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

”I am not going to wear a mask to make somebody else feel comfortable.”   
 
3-1. Despite Florida’s continued surge, Republican Governor Ron DeSantis has repeatedly 
said                                                                                                                                                  
3-2. and that schools should reopen in August -                                                                          
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
3-3. despite teachers’ and families’ concerns that children could contract or transmit the 
disease                                                                                                                                              

4-1. While Trump has left reopening                                                                                            
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
4-2. the president last week urged Congress                                                                                  
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

“If schools do not reopen, the funding should go to parents to send their child to public, 
private, charter, religious, or home school of their choice. The key word being choice.”

5. Another surging state, Texas,                                                                                                   
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

6-1. Texas Governor Greg Abbott said Tropical Storm Hanna,                                                     
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6-2. was especially challenging as it was sweeping through an area of the state                       
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

7-1. More than 146,000 Americans have died of COVID-19 -                                                     
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　 
7-2. and there are nearly 4.2 million confirmed cases in the country, or                                     
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

[Vocabulary]
◻total: the amount that you get when you add several numbers or things together
・The companies have a total of 1,776 employees.

・Her score was higher than the combined totals of her closest opponents.

◻blow past: to easily overcome or go around a safeguard or limit.
・I've just blown past my calorie limit for the day.  
◻epicenter: the area of land directly over the center of an earthquake; center
・The epicenter was about 100 miles north of the capital. 

・the epicenter of world finance

◻shutter: to be closed to business; pull down the shutter 
・The stores finally pulled down the shutters at the weekend.

◻mandatory: ordered by a law or rule; If an action or procedure is mandatory, people have 
to do it, because it is a rule or a law.
・In this country, it is mandatory for everyone to fasten their seat belts when in the car. 

・Mandatory education in Japan is from grade one to nine. 

◻surge: to increase a lot very quickly
・Tokyo's April trade surplus surged 44.1 percent from a year earlier.

・ The value of exports surged last year, recording an all-time high.

◻Ron DeSantis: 46th Governor of Florida, Incumbent; Assumed office January 8, 2019
◻push for: to advocate or lobby for something to happen or become established, especially 
in a persistent or demanding manner
・Taxpayers are pushing for tax reforms.

・I've been pushing for a communal tea and coffee station since I first started working here.

◻contract: to become infected with a disease
・She contracted pneumonia and died.

・He contracted the disease from a blood transfusion.

◻transmit: to spread a disease from one person to another
・HIV can be transmitted by sexual contact.

・There was no danger of transmitting the infection through operations. 

◻hotspot: A place notable for a high level of activity or danger;
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・The gathering emerged as one of India's major coronavirus hotspots.

・An additional 10 hotspots were added subsequently.

◻relief: food, clothes, and money given to people who are in urgent need of help, for 
example because of a war or other bad situation; money given by the government to help 
people who are poor, old, or unable to work 
・flood/disaster/earthquake relief

・a shipment of relief supplies bound for the Sudan 

◻bill: a written document containing a proposal for a new law
・A bill was passed increasing the minimum wage.

◻funding: money that a government or organization provides for a specific purpose 
・The government is still failing to provide adequate funding for research.

・Public funding of the arts is essential.

◻charter school: an experimental public school for kindergarten through grade 12; created 
and organized by teachers and parents and community leaders; operates independently of 
other schools
・My parents couldn't afford a private school so they sent me to a charter school.

◻home school: relating to the education of children in their own homes instead of in 
school
・home-school parents

◻Greg Abbott: 48th Governor of Texas; Incumbent; Assumed office January 20, 2015 
◻make landfall: to reach land after a journey by sea or air
・Separately, Tropical Storm Ana made landfall early Sunday in South Carolina.

・If the storm were to make landfall in North Carolina, then it would be on Sunday.

・They made landfall on the fourth day of their journey.

◻Category 1 hurricane: Category 1 storms usually cause no significant structural damage 
to most well-constructed permanent structures; however, they can topple unanchored mobile 
homes, as well as uproot or snap weak trees.
◻challenging: difficult to deal with; A challenging task or job requires great effort and 
determination.
・This is another challenging par three, with bunkers guarding the front of a narrow green.
・A challenging exam
・a challenging job

◻sweep through: to move, rush, or pass quickly through something or some place.
・After the storm swept through our city, all I saw was downed trees and damaged homes. 

◻case: a person with a disease
・He treated several cases of severe sunburn.

・confirmed case
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