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China formally 
arrests anchor as 
spy: Australia

February 08, 2021

The Australian government on Monday said that Beijing has formally arrested Australian 
journalist Cheng Lei on suspicion of spying, after detaining her for six months.

1. After six months in Chinese detention, an Australian journalist                                              
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

2. That’s according                                                                                                                          

3-1. Cheng Lei was a high-profile TV anchor working in Beijing                                                    
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
3-2. but she was detained last August on suspicion                                                                       
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

4. Australian Foreign Minister Marise Payne said                                                                         
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

"On Friday evening, the Australian government was informed by Chinese authorities 
through our embassy in Beijing, 
that Australian citizen Cheng Lei has now been formally arrested on suspicion of illegally 
supplying state secrets overseas. 
We will stay in close touch with the Chinese authorities, as that progresses and, as I said, 
provide all possible support.”

5. Lei’s arrest comes after a year                                                                                                  
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

6. Australia had lobbied for an international investigation                                                            
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

7. Afterward, Beijing slapped tariffs                                                                                                

8. Following Lei's detention,                                                                                                               
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9. Their departure left Australian media                                                                                          
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

[Vocabulary]　
□detention: the state of being kept in a police station or prison and not being allowed to 

leave; Detention is when someone is arrested or put into prison, especially for political 
reasons.
・They have been held in detention since the end of June.

・The government says the detentions are necessary on national security grounds.

□charge: an official statement accusing someone of committing a crime 

・He may still face criminal charges.

・They appeared at court yesterday to deny charges of murder.

□spying charge: an accusation of having taken part in espionage　
・The original spying charge had been reduced to a misdemeanor.

・A group of plane-spotters who face spying charges was moved to a high-security prison 

yesterday.
□official: someone with an important position in an organization　
・A senior U.N. official hopes to visit Baghdad this month.

・She interviewed a senior official from the previous administration.

□Cheng Lei: (成蕾) (born on August 26, 1975 [age 46])  an Australian-Chinese journalist 

and television presenter who is detained in China.
□high-profile: often seen in public, mentioned in newspapers, or appearing on television; 

A high-profile person or a high-profile event attracts a lot of attention or publicity. 
・a high-profile campaign/company/politician

・...the high-profile reception being given to the president.

□anchor: someone who presents a television or radio program, especially the news 

・He was the anchor of the 15-minute evening newscast.

・She’s been lured away from ABC News to become anchor of a new nightly current affairs 

show.
□CGTN: an international English-language news channel based in Beijing owned by 

China Central Television, a state-owned broadcaster. A part of the China Global Television 
Network group, it is owned and operated by China Central Television (CCTV), a state-
owned media organization of China, under the control of the Publicity Department of the 
Chinese Communist Party.  Its free-to-air satellite signal is received in over 100 countries.
□Marise Payne: (born 29 July 1964; Assumed office, 28 August 2018) an Australian 

politician who has been Minister for Foreign Affairs in the Morrison Government since 
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2018, and was also appointed Minister for Women in 2019. She has been a Senator for New 
South Wales since 1997, representing the Liberal Party.
□supply: to provide someone or something with something that they need or want

・...an agreement not to produce or supply chemical weapons. 

・Mrs. Armstrong will supply the champagne for the party.

□lobby for: to try to influence someone, especially an elected official or group of elected 

officials, on behalf or in favor of someone or something.
・A number of high-profile corporations have been lobbying for a supreme court judge with 

a proven track record of pro-business decisions.
・We will continue to lobby for common-sense drug enforcement policies as long as people 

are still being imprisoned for unreasonable lengths of time for such minor infractions.
□slap: to add something as a punishment or an extra cost; If journalists say that the 

authorities slap something such as a tax or a ban on something, they think it is 
unreasonable or put on without careful thought.
・The government slapped a ban on the export of unprocessed logs.

・Thankfully the Government still hasn't discovered a way of slapping a tax on love, 

sunshine or air.
・tariff: a tax that a government charges on goods that enter or leave their country; a 

government tax on imports or exports 
・High tariffs on furniture imports are still imposed by some developing countries to protect 

local carpenters.
・The US has imposed new tariffs on chocolate from Brazil.

□correspondent: a journalist employed to provide news stories for newspapers or 

broadcast media
・...The Times Diplomatic Correspondent.

・CNN senior Washington correspondent Charles Bierbauer

[参照辞書: Merriam-Webster, Oxford English Dictionary, America Heritage of the 

English language, Collins English Dictionary, Macmillan Dictionary, the Free 
Dictionary, Wikipedia]
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