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Tear gas, 
violence in 
'insurrection' at 
U.S. Capitol
January 07, 2021

Hundreds of supporters of President Donald Trump stormed the U.S. Capitol on Wednesday 
in a bid to overturn his election defeat, occupying the symbol of American democracy and 
forcing Congress to postpone a session that would have certified President-elect Joe Biden’s 
victory.

1-1. Mayhem                                                                                                                                 
1-2. as swarms of protesters supporting outgoing President Donald Trump                                  
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
1-3. in an attempt to force Congress                                                                                               

2. Police drew guns and fired tear gas after pro-Trump protesters                                                 
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

3. House members were told by police to lie on the floor                                                              
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

4. Police said a woman had died                                                                                                      

5. The National Guard                                                                                                                    

6. Some lawmakers                                                                                                                        

7-1. One calling it                                                                                                                           
7-2. another,                                                                                                                                    
7-3. “This is not a protest.                                                                                                                  

8-1. The chaotic scenes unfolded                                                                                                    
8-2. and repeated false claims that the election was stolen from him                                            
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

“We will never give up, we will never concede. It doesn’t happen – you don’t concede when 
there’s theft involved.”
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9-1.  Trump also applied                                                                                                                 
9-2. who had been presiding over the joint session of Congress                                                                                      
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
9-3. to unilaterally reject                                                                                                                 

“And I hope Mike is gonna do the right thing. I hope so, I hope so….”

10-1. Trump later posted a video on Twitter in which he repeated his unsupported claim         
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
10-2. but called for peace                                                                                                               

“This was a fraudulent election, but we can’t play into the hands of these people.”

11-1. Outside the Capitol,                                                                                                                 
11-2. some in body armor,                                                                                                             

12. President-Elect Joe Biden said it was an unprecedented assault on U.S. democracy           
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

“It’s not a protest, it’s an insurrection.”

13-1. And the head of a business group that represents 14,000 companies –                                
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
13-2. urged senior U.S. officials to consider invoking the 25th amendment                                   
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

14. Washington Mayor Muriel Bowers                                                                                          
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

[Vocabulary]
□mayhem: a very confused situation; You use mayhem to refer to a situation that is not 

controlled or ordered, when people are behaving in a disorganized, confused, and often 
violent way. 
・Their arrival caused mayhem as crowds of people rushed towards them.

・...the economic mayhem that this country's going through now.

□swarm: a large number of people moving together as a group 

・A swarm of people encircled the hotel.

・ Swarms of police officers surrounded the building.

□outgoing: soon to leave a position of authority or power 

・the outgoing mayor

・the outgoing president

https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/behave
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/disorganize
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/confuse
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/swarm_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/police_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/officer
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/surround_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/building
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/mayor
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□undo: to undo something that has been done means to reverse its effect.

・She knew it would be difficult to undo the damage that had been done. 

・She warned that one mistake could undo all their achievements.
□Capitol: the government building in Washington where the United States Senate and the 

House of Representatives meet
□National Guard: United States military reserves recruited by the states and equipped by 

the federal government; In the United States, the National Guard is a military force within 
an individual state, which can become part of the national army if there is a war or 
emergency. 
□deploy: if a government or army deploys soldiers or weapons, it uses them

・The president said he had no intention of deploying ground troops. 

・Troops have been deployed in the area to counter a possible attack.

□lockdown: a situation in which people stay in a locked indoor space during an emergency 

in order to remain safe
・The lockdown lasted for about an hour until the intruder was arrested.

・The prison was put on lockdown after riots broke out.

□surreal: something surreal is so strange that you cannot believe it is real

・'Performance' is undoubtedly one of the most surreal movies ever made.

・These surreal events eventually led to police arresting the teacher in her classroom.

□Dan Kildee: Daniel Timothy Kildee (born August 11, 1958) is an American politician 

who has been the U.S. Representative for Michigan's 5th congressional district since 2013. 
He is a member of the Democratic Party.
□unfold: to happen, or to develop; If a story unfolds or if someone unfolds it, it is told to 

someone else. 
・Don's story unfolded as the cruise got under way.

・We stood and watched the drama unfold.

□fraud: the action of producing false documents or information in order to get what you 

want; something that is not what people claim it is, and is designed to trick people; A fraud 
is something or someone that deceives people in a way that is illegal or dishonest.　
・The whole research program was an elaborate fraud.

・I suspect her of being a fashion fraud, pretending to care about it more than she really 

does.
□concede: to admit that something is true; If you concede defeat, you accept that you have 

lost a struggle.
・Bess finally conceded that Nancy was right. 

・The company conceded defeat in its attempt to take control of its holiday industry rival.

https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/do
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/mean
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/warn
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/mistake_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/achievement
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/unite
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/states
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/national
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/guard
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/individual
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/army
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/emergency
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/troop_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/deploy
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/area
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/counter_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/possible_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/attack_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/event
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/eventually
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/led_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/police_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/arresting
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/teacher
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/classroom
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_House_of_Representatives
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Michigan%27s_5th_congressional_district
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Democratic_Party_(United_States)
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/story
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/tell
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/stood
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/watch_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/drama
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/deceive
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/illegal
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/dishonest
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/research_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/program_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/elaborate_1
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/defeat
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/accept
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/lose
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/struggle
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□preside over: to be in a position of power while important changes or events are 

happening; To supervise and have authority over someone or something;
・He presided over the worst season in the team’s history.

・The head of the department will preside over the faculty meeting.

□unilaterally: taken by only one of the groups, organizations, or countries that are 

involved in a particular situation, without the agreement of the others.
・...unilateral nuclear disarmament. 

・Some companies slashed pay unilaterally. 

□electoral college: electoral College is the group of presidential electors required by the 

Constitution to form every four years for the sole purpose of electing the president and vice 
president. Each state appoints electors according to its legislature, equal in number to its 
congressional delegation (senators and representatives). Federal office holders cannot be 
electors. Of the current 538 electors, an absolute majority of 270 or more electoral votes is 
required to elect the president and vice president. If no candidate achieves an absolute 
majority there, a contingent election is held by the United States House of Representatives 
to elect the president, and by the United States Senate to elect the vice president.
□unsupported: an unsupported argument, claim, etc. is one for which you have no 

evidence 
・an unsupported accusation

・It was a theory unsupported by evidence. 

・unsupported claim

□fraudulent: made with the intention of tricking someone, especially illegally; A 

fraudulent activity is deliberately deceitful, dishonest, or untrue.　
・...fraudulent claims about being a nurse.

・fraudulent hospital accounts

□play into the hands of: to act directly to the advantage of (an opponent) 

・Don't waste your time investigating her husband! You're playing into the hands of the real 

killer!
・These violent, hate-filled demonstrations are playing right into the hands of the groups 

we're protesting against.
□militia: an organization that operates like an army but whose members are not 

professional soldiers; a group of ordinary people who are trained as soldiers to fight in an 
emergency　
・The troops will not attempt to disarm the warring militias. 

・The militia was called to quell the riot.

https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/position_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/power_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/important
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/change_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/event
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/happening_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/preside
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/worst_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/season_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/team_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/history
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/organization
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/situation
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/agreement
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Constitution_of_the_United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/President_of_the_United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vice_President_of_the_United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vice_President_of_the_United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/U.S._state
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Article_Two_of_the_United_States_Constitution#Clause_2:_Method_of_choosing_electors
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/State_legislature_(United_States)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_congressional_apportionment
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Federal_government_of_the_United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Absolute_majority
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Contingent_election
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_House_of_Representatives
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Senate
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/activity
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/deceitful
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/untrue
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/hospital
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/account_1
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/directly
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/advantage
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/opponent
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/operate
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/army
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□body armor: armor that protects the wearer's whole body; special clothes that soldiers 

and police officers wear to protect themselves against bullets in extremely dangerous 
situations;   bulletproof [bullet-resistant] vest [jacket]
・The question of body armor for the troops, it is stated, is still under consideration by the 

authorities.
・There are three types of body armor available.

□mingle: to move around and talk to a lot of people, especially at a social event

・Guests ate and mingled.

・Alison mingled for a while and then went to where Douglas stood with John.

□assault: a strong attack made on an area held by the enemy.

・The rebels are poised for a new assault on the government garrisons.

・Most U.S. soldiers welcomed the ground assault when the order was finally given.

□siege: a situation in which a group of people surround a building in order to protest about 

something or to force the people inside to come out; a military or police operation in which 
soldiers or police surround a place in order to force the people there to come out or give up 
control of the place.
・They are hopeful of bringing the siege to a peaceful conclusion.

・The journalists found a city virtually under siege. 

□insurrection: an attempt by a large group of people to take control of their country by 

force; violent action that is taken by a large group of people against the rulers of their 
country, usually in order to remove them from office.
・Those found guilty of rebellion and insurrection will be sentenced to life imprisonment.

・That includes George Washington, who issued the first U.S. pardons, to farmers who led 

an insurrection called the Whiskey Rebellion.
□Exxon Mobil: Exxon Mobil Corporation, doing business as ExxonMobil, is an 

American multinational oil and gas corporation headquartered in Irving, Texas. It is the 
largest direct descendant of John D. Rockefeller's Standard Oil, and was formed on 
November 30, 1999 by the merger of Exxon (formerly the Standard Oil Company of New 
Jersey) and Mobil (formerly the Standard Oil Company of New York).  
□Pfizer: Pfizer Inc. is an American multinational pharmaceutical corporation. One of the 

world's largest pharmaceutical companies, it is ranked 57 on the 2018 Fortune 500 list of 
the largest United States corporations by total revenue. 
□invoke: to use a law or rule in order to achieve something; If you invoke a law, you state 

that you are taking a particular action because that law allows or tells you to.　
・The judge invoked an international law that protects refugees.

・In extreme situations, the police chief may invoke emergency powers.

https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/special_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/clothes
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/soldier_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/police_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/officer
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/wear_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/protect
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/bullet
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/extremely
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/dangerous
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/situation
https://eow.alc.co.jp/search?q=bulletproof&ref=awlj
https://eow.alc.co.jp/search?q=%5Bbullet-resistant%5D&ref=awlj
https://eow.alc.co.jp/search?q=vest&ref=awlj
https://eow.alc.co.jp/search?q=%5Bjacket%5D&ref=awlj
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/strong
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/hold
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/enemy
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/military
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/police
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/soldier
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/come
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/violent
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/ruler
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/remove
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/office
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trade_name
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Multinational_corporation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_oil_exploration_and_production_companies
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Irving,_Texas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_D._Rockefeller
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Standard_Oil
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Exxon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mobil
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pharmaceutical
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fortune_500
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/taking
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/particular
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/action
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/allow
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/tell
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/extreme_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/situation
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/police_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/chief_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/emergency_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/power_1
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□amendment: one of the changes that has been made to the U.S. constitution; An 

amendment is a section that is added to a law or rule in order to change it.
・his First Amendment right to free speech

・A proposed amendment would allow younger people to vote. 

□the 25th amendment: Section 4 of the 25th Amendment

□Muriel Bowers: Muriel Elizabeth Bowser (born August 2, 1972) is an American 

politician serving as the eighth mayor of the District of Columbia (since 2015). A member 
of the Democratic Party, she previously represented Ward 4 as a member of the Council of 
the District of Columbia from 2007 to 2015. She is the second female mayor of the District 
of Columbia after Sharon Pratt, and the first woman to be reelected to that position. She is 
also the second African American woman to be mayor.
□curfew: a law that does not allow people to go outside between a particular time in the 

evening and a particular time in the morning
・The village was placed under curfew.

・The authorities declared a state of emergency and imposed a curfew.

[参照辞書: Merriam-Webster, Oxford English Dictionary, America Heritage of the 

English language, Collins English Dictionary, Macmillan Dictionary, the Free 
Dictionary, Wikipedia]

https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/section
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/add
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/law
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/rule
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/amendment
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/right_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/free_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/speech
https://eow.alc.co.jp/search?q=Section&ref=awle
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mayor_of_the_District_of_Columbia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Democratic_Party_(United_States)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Neighborhoods_in_Washington,_D.C.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Council_of_the_District_of_Columbia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Council_of_the_District_of_Columbia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sharon_Pratt
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/African_American
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/authority
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/declared
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/state_1
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