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Dr. Jill Biden: 
First Lady in 
waiting
November 12, 2020

America's next first lady Dr. Jill Biden, who holds four degrees, including a doctorate, plans 
to keep her day job after moving into the White House.

"Hi, everyone. I'm Jill Biden's husband." 

1. That is how President-elect                                                                                                              

2. As the husband of Dr. Jill Biden —                                                                                            
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

3. As America's next First Lady,                                                                                                      

Jill Biden: "I have always loved the sounds of a classroom.”

4. The 69-year-old plans to keep her day job                                　　　　　　　　 　　　　
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

5. Something she did as Second Lady                                                                                            
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

"You know, motherhood came to me in a way I never expected.”

6-1. Joe and Jill Biden were married in 1977,                                                                                
6-2. when his first wife and their one-year-old daughter                                                                  

7. They                                                                                                                                             

Jill Biden: “I fell in love with a man and two little boys standing in the wreckage of 
unthinkable loss."

8. At the 2020 Democratic Convention,                                                                                         
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Jill Biden: “I never imagined, at the age of 26, I would be asking myself: how do you make 
a broken family whole? Still, Joe always told the boys, 'Mommy sent Jill to us,' - and how 
could I argue with her?”

9. It took five proposals                                                                                                                     

10. They                                                                                                                                           

11. But there were                                                                                                                            

12. In May 2015, Biden’s older son, Beau,                                                                                                                             

13. It was                                                                                                                                        

14. Joe Biden                                                                                                                                     

"My life changed in an instant. 
All during his illness, I truly believed that he was going to live, up until the moment that he 
closed his eyes, and I just never gave up hope.”

15-1. As First Lady, Biden                                                                                                              
15-2. an initiative, she and Michelle Obama                                                                                                     

[Vocabulary]
□-elect: used after the title of an official job to refer to someone who has been chosen by 

vote to do that job, but who has not yet started doing it 
・Mr Johnson is chairman-elect of the Promotion Marketing Association.

・President-elect

□Jill Biden: Name at birth: Jill Tracy Jacobs: Dr. Jill Biden is an educator and the wife of 

U.S. president-elect Joe Biden.
Jill Jacobs was still a student at the University of Delaware when she met Joe Biden in 
1975; they were married two years later and had a daughter together, Ashley, in 1981. A 
multitasking mom, Jill Biden raised Ashley along with Biden’s two sons from his first 
marriage while also going to graduate school and teaching high school. (The Bidens lived in 
Delaware, with Joe Biden commuting by train daily from Washington, D.C.)
Jill Biden has four degrees in all: a bachelor’s degree from the University of Delaware 
(1975), master’s degrees from West Chester University (1981) and Villanova University 
(1987), and a doctorate in education from the University of Delaware (2007). 
In 1993 she began teaching English at Delaware Technical and Community College, where 
she was still teaching in 2008 when Joe Biden was elected vice president as the running 
mate of Democratic presidential Barack Obama.

https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/title
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/official
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/job
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/chosen
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/vote
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/job
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/yet
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/start
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/parent-teacher-association
https://www.who2.com/bio/joseph-biden/
https://www.who2.com/bio/barack-obama/
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Barack Obama and Joe Biden took office on January 20, 2009. While serving as ‘Second 
Lady,’ Jill Biden continued teaching in the Washington, D.C. area, even after her 
husband was re-elected for another four-year term as vice president on November 6, 2012.
After Joe Biden’s term ended, Jill focused on their non-profit foundation and public 
speaking in educational settings. In 2020, Joe Biden became the Democratic candidate for 
president. He and running mate Kamala Harris defeated Republican incumbents Donald 
Trump and Mike Pence. Jill Biden will become First Lady when Joe Biden takes office on 
January 20, 2021. 
Extra credit
Jill Biden married Joe Biden on June 17, 1977. It was the second marriage for both: Jill 
Biden had a brief early marriage, according to a 2008 article in The New York Times, and 
Joe Biden’s first wife Neilia and daughter Naomi were killed in a car crash in 1972. Joe 
Biden also has two sons from that first marriage: Joseph R. Biden III (called “Beau,” b. 
1969) and Hunter (b. 1970). Beau Biden served as attorney general of Delaware from 
2006-14, and died of brain cancer in 2015.
□doctorate: the highest degree given by a university 

・He obtained his doctorate in Social Psychology.

・She had a doctorate in medicine from the University of London and was a Fellow of the 

Royal College of Physicians.
□reshape: to change the way that something operates or develops 

・If they succeed on Europe, then they will have reshaped the political and economic map 

of the world. 
・Recession has simply accelerated changes that have been reshaping the industry anyway.

□community college: A community college is a local college where students from the 

surrounding area can take courses in practical or academic subjects; in the U.S., a college 
that offers students a two-year course of study and does not provide them a place to live. 
Community colleges are often partly paid for by the government.

□Northern Virginia Community college: a 

public community college composed of six 
campuses and four centers in the Northern 
Virginia suburbs of Washington, D.C. Northern 
Virginia Community College is the second 
largest multi-campus community college in the 
United States and the largest educational 
institution in the Commonwealth of Virginia.
□Second Lady: a title sometimes used in 

reference to the wife of a vice president or a 
lieutenant governor.
□motherhood: the state of being a mother; the 

kinship relation between an offspring and the mother
・...women who try to combine work and motherhood.

https://www.who2.com/bio/kamala-harris
https://www.who2.com/bio/donald-trump
https://www.who2.com/bio/donald-trump
https://www.who2.com/bio/mike-pence
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/medicine
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/london
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/fellow
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/royal
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/college
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/physician
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/community
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/local
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/student
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/surround
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/practical
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/academic
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/subject
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/u_2
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/s_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/college
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/offer_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/student
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/year
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/course_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/study_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/does
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/provide
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/place_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/live_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/college
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/partly
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/paid_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/government
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Community_college
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Northern_Virginia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Northern_Virginia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Washington,_D.C.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Commonwealth_of_Virginia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vice_president
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lieutenant_governor
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□Beau Biden: Joseph Robinette "Beau" Biden III (February 3, 1969 – May 30, 2015) 

was an American politician, lawyer and officer in the Army Judge Advocate General's Corps 
from Wilmington, Delaware. He was the eldest of three children from the marriage of U.S. 
President-elect Joe Biden and his first wife, Neilia Hunter Biden. He served as the 44th 
Attorney General of Delaware and a Major in the Delaware Army National Guard.
□wreckage: the destruction of someone’s relationship, life, hopes, etc.

・New states were born out of the wreckage of old colonial empires. 

□Convention: a large meeting of an organization or political group

・the Republican convention. 

・the Democratic Convention

・...the annual convention of the Society of Professional Journalists. 

□whole: not divided or broken; If something is whole, it is in one piece and is not broken 

or damaged　
・Add three whole eggs plus two additional yolks.

・Some of the statues were broken, but others were still whole.

□argue with: to debate or exchange opposing viewpoints on a particular topic with another 

person
・I have been arguing with my brother about this for years—I doubt we will ever reach an 

agreement.
・We can't argue with that. 

□brain cancer: Any of various types of cancer associated with brain tumors

□shattering: extremely upsetting; something that is shattering shocks and upsets you very 

much.
・The experience of their daughter's death had been absolutely shattering.

・Yesterday's decision was another shattering blow. 

□USA Today: an internationally 

distributed American daily middle-market 
newspaper. It is printed at 37 sites across 
the United States and at five additional sites 
internationally. Its dynamic design 
influenced the style of local, regional, and 
national newspapers worldwide through its 
use of concise reports, colorized images, 
informational graphics, and inclusion of 
popular culture stories, among other 
distinct features.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Judge_Advocate_General%27s_Corps,_U.S._Army
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wilmington,_Delaware
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/President-elect_of_the_United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joe_Biden
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Neilia_Hunter_Biden
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Attorney_General_of_Delaware
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Delaware_Army_National_Guard
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/meeting
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/break
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/damage
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/add_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/egg_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/plus_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/additional
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/yolk
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/statue
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/broken_1
https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/cancer
https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/brain_tumor
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/shatter
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/shock
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Middle-market_newspaper
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Middle-market_newspaper
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Infographic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Popular_culture
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□up until: during the time or period before

・Up until now, everything has gone very well.

□Joining Forces: In 2011, First Lady Michelle Obama and Dr. Jill Biden came together to 

launch Joining Forces, a nationwide initiative 
calling all Americans to rally around service 
members, veterans, and their families and 
support them through wellness, education, 
and employment opportunities. Joining 
Forces works hand in hand with the public 
and private sector to ensure that service 
members, veterans, and their families have 
the tools they need to succeed throughout 

their lives.
□initiative: an important action that is intended to solve a problem

・Government initiatives to help young people have been inadequate.

・The city has a new initiative against drunk-driving.

[参照辞書: Merriam-Webster, Oxford English Dictionary, America Heritage of the 

English language, Collins English Dictionary, Macmillan Dictionary, the Free 
Dictionary, Wikipedia]


