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Jury convicts 
Chauvin of 
murdering 
George Floyd
April 21, 2021

Former Minneapolis policeman 
Derek Chauvin was convicted of murder on Tuesday in the arrest of George Floyd, after 
jury deliberations that lasted just over 10 hours.

JUDGE PETER CAHILL: "We the jury in the above, entitled matter as to Count 1, 
unintentional second-degree murder while committing a felony, find the defendant guilty.”

1-1. Less than 24 hours                                                                                                                   
1-2. former Minneapolis police officer Derek Chauvin                                                                
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
1-3. in the deadly arrest of George Floyd, a verdict seen                                                             
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
1-4. and a milestone                                                                                                                      

CAHILL: "Are these your verdicts so say you one, so say you all?"
JURY: “Yes."

2. Chauvin was led away in handcuffs, after being convicted                                                        
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
 
“Guilty!  Guilty!”

3. A crowd of several hundred people that had gathered outside a fortified Hennepin County 
Courthouse                                                                                                                                    

4. At the intersection where Floyd was killed,                                                                               

5-1. The Cup Foods grocery store – where Floyd was accused                                                        
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
5-2. has since become a rallying point                                                                                            

“You have now heard the evidence…”
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6-1. The jury considered three weeks of testimony                                                                        
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
6-2. along with extensive video                                                                                                      

PROSECUTOR JERRY BLACKWELL: "You can believe your eyes, ladies and 
gentlemen.”

7-1. The prosecution relied heavily on the viral bystander video                                                 
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
7-2. which sparked                                                                                                                        

DEFENSE ATTORNEY ERIC NELSON: "You have to look at the totality of the 
circumstances."

8. The defense argued                                                                                                                         

NELSON: "You can't limit it to 9 minutes and 29 seconds."

9-1. Chauvin’s lead lawyer said he behaved                                                                                    
9-2. and argued there were other factors                                                                                          
9-3. including heart disease, his drug use and even raised the possibility                                        
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

10-1. But the state's multiple medical experts, including forensic pathologists,                           
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
10-2. and even a medical expert called by the defense                                                                   
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

RETIRED MEDICAL EXAMINER DAVID FOWLER: "As a physician, I would agree."

11. The 45-year-old, who chose not to testify in his own defense,                                               
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

12.  But prosecutors could seek a longer sentence up to the maximum of 40 years                     
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

13. The three other former  Minneapolis police officers are due to face trial later this year       
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

[Vocabulary]
□jury: In a court of law, the jury is the group of people who have been chosen from the 

general public to listen to the facts about a crime and to decide whether the person accused 
is guilty or not.
・The jury convicted Mr Hampson of all offenses.

https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/choose
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/general
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/listen
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/fact
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/crime
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/decide
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/accuse
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/guilty
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・The jury returned its verdict after five hours’ deliberation.

□count: In law, a count is one of a number of charges brought against someone in court.

・He was indicted by a grand jury on two counts of murder.

・The prisoner was found guilty on two counts of murder.

□felony: a serious crime such as murder or robbery

・He pleaded guilty to six felonies.

・To try a poor man for a felony without giving him a lawyer, he said, was to deprive him of 

the due process of law.
□second-degree murder: An act of murder with intent, but without premeditation.

・As a result, Weinstein was given a seven-year sentence in contrast to the twenty-five-year 

sentence he would have served if he had been convicted of second-degree murder.
・There are several factors that determine what sentence a person convicted of second-

degree murder will receive.
□deliberation: long and careful thought or discussion; (usually plural) discussion of all 

sides of a question 
・The deliberations of the jury.

・...the outcome of the deliberations.

□Derek Chauvin: (born March 19, 1976) is an American former police officer undergoing 

a trial on murder charges in the killing of George Floyd in Minneapolis, Minnesota, on May 
25, 2020.
During an arrest made by Chauvin and three other officers, he knelt on Floyd's neck for 
about nine minutes while Floyd was handcuffed, lying face down on the street calling out "I 
can't breathe". The next day, Chauvin was fired by the Minneapolis Police Department. He 
is charged with second-degree murder and lesser included offenses. The incident set off a 
series of protests in the Twin Cities and across the rest of the United States, later spreading 
around the world. Chauvin was released on bail on October 7, 2020. His murder trial began 
on March 8, 2021.
□George Floyd: The US has been convulsed by nationwide protests over the death of an 

African-American man in police custody.  George Floyd, 46, died after being arrested by 
police outside a shop in Minneapolis, Minnesota.
Footage of the arrest on 25 May shows a white police officer, Derek Chauvin, kneeling on 
Mr Floyd's neck while he was pinned to the floor.
Mr Chauvin, 44, has since been charged with murder.
Transcripts of police bodycam footage show Mr Floyd said more than 20 times he could not 
breathe as he was restrained by the officers.
□rebuke: an act or expression of criticism and censure 

・'Silly little boy' was his favorite expression of rebuke to his pupils.

・The UN delivered a strong rebuke to both countries for persisting with nuclear testing.

https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/return_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/verdict
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/hour
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/deliberation
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/prisoner
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/found
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/guilty
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/murder
https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/murder
https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/premeditation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Police_officer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/State_v._Chauvin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Killing_of_George_Floyd
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Minneapolis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Minnesota
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eight_minutes_46_seconds
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/I_can%27t_breathe
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/I_can%27t_breathe
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Minneapolis_Police_Department
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second-degree_murder
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lesser_included_offense
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Floyd_protests
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Minneapolis%E2%80%93Saint_Paul
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/State_v._Chauvin
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□law enforcement: Law-enforcement agencies or officials are responsible for catching 

people who break the law.
・We need to restore respect for the law-enforcement agencies.

・City law enforcement officers stand accused of turning a blind eye.

□fraught: full of problems, difficulties, or things that are confusing; If a situation or action 

is fraught with problems or risks, it is filled with them.
・The earliest operations employing this technique were fraught with dangers.

・Things have been a bit fraught at home.

□manslaughter: the crime of causing someone’s death illegally but without intending to

・A judge accepted her plea that she was guilty of manslaughter, not murder.

・She was sentenced to five years' imprisonment for manslaughter.

□fortify: to protect a place against attack by building strong walls, towers, or other 

structures around it  
・...fortified castles and villages.

・He remains barricaded inside his heavily-fortified mansion.

□Hennepin County: a county in the U.S. state of Minnesota. As of the 2010 census the 

population was 1,152,425. It is the most populous county in Minnesota and the 32nd-most 
populous county in the United States; more than one in five Minnesotans live in Hennepin 
County. Its county seat is Minneapolis, the state's most populous city. The county is named 
in honor of the 17th-century explorer Father Louis Hennepin. Hennepin County is included 
in the Minneapolis-St. Paul-Bloomington Metropolitan Statistical Area. The center of 
population of Minnesota is in Hennepin County, in the City of Minneapolis.
 □courthouse: a building that has one or more courts in it for legal trials 

・The suspect was expected to appear at a federal courthouse in the city center last night.

・They would have to attend a hearing in the federal courthouse in downtown Chicago.

□erupt in cheers: to erupt in delight;  A cheer goes up.

・The hall erupted in cheers.

・As the band got on stage, the crowd erupted in cheers.

□Cup Foods grocery store: an American 

supermarket chain. It operates stores in 
Minnesota and Illinois. 

https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/agency
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/responsible
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/catch
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/accuse
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/turning
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/blind
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/situation
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/problem
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/risk
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/thing
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/bit_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/home_1
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/sentence
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/year
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/imprisonment
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/County_(United_States)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/U.S._state
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Minnesota
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2010_United_States_Census
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_the_most_populous_counties_in_the_United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_the_most_populous_counties_in_the_United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/County_seat
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Minneapolis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Louis_Hennepin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Minneapolis-St._Paul-Bloomington_Metropolitan_Statistical_Area
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Center_of_population
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Center_of_population
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/suspect
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/expect
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/appear
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/federal
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/last
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/night
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/attend
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/hearing
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/downtown
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/chicago
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□rallying point: a place, event, or person that people are attracted to as a symbol of a 

political group or ideal. 
・It's a useful rallying point for the comrades back there, and for the Left generally, that's 

all.
・It was a rallying point for men - and some women - who were fleeing from other 

commands that had been attacked, betrayed or compromised.
□extensive: involving a lot of details and information 

・...the extensive research into public attitudes to science.

・She has an extensive knowledge of art history.

□viral: very popular and spreading very quickly, especially on the Internet; A viral film 

clip, story, or message is one that spreads quickly because people share it on social media 
and send it to each other. 
・Within weeks, her blog went viral.

・The Facebook post soon went viral. 

□contribute to: to help to cause or bring about

・Smoking contributes to memory loss.

・Gases that contribute to global warming.

□exhaust fume: gases ejected from an engine as waste products  

・Bill, poisoned by the exhaust fumes, fell senseless.

・He had nearly died of carbon monoxide poisoning from the exhaust fumes.

□squad car: a car in which policemen cruise the streets; equipped with radiotelephonic 

communications to headquarters   
・Gillis accidentally hits someone with his squad car following an attack.

・Tina explains that as soon as that happened, they heard not only police squad cars but 

also a helicopter.
□forensic: relating to the use of scientific methods to solve crimes and to find out who 

committed them: Forensic is used to describe the work of scientists who examine evidence 
in order to help the police solve crimes. 
・They were convicted on forensic evidence alone.

・Forensic experts searched the house.

□pathologist: a scientist who studies the causes of diseases and how they affect people, 

especially one who studies the causes of a person’s death by performing an autopsy
・The sergeant had worked as a forensic pathologist.

・A pathologist's report said it was not possible to say exactly what had triggered her heart 

failure.

https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/useful
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/comrades
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/back
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/generally
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/woman
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/flee
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/command
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/attack
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/betray
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/compromise
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/knowledge
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/history
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/clip
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/message
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/share
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/medium
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/send
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/week
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/blog_1
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/describe
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/scientist
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/examine
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/evidence
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/help
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/police
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/solve
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/crime
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/forensic
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/expert_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/search_2
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/house_1
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/sergeant
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/forensic
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/report
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/said
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/possible
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/say
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/exactly
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/trigger
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/heart
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/failure
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□homicide: the crime of killing someone　
・The police arrived at the scene of the homicide.

・He has been charged with homicide.

□first aid: emergency care given before regular medical aid can be obtained 

・...a first aid kit.

・There are many emergencies which need prompt first aid treatment.

□physician: doctor; British English, a physician is a doctor.　　
・As a consultant physician I work a basic 48-hour week.

・Until recently I was a consultant physician in charge of a busy medical ward.

□conviction: a decision by a court of law that someone is guilty of a crime 

・He will appeal against his conviction.

・The man was known to the police because of previous convictions.

□offender: someone who has committed a crime 

・sex offenders

・This led to a large number of convicted offenders being released from prison.

□determine: to discover something by examining evidence 

・The investigators still haven't determined the cause of the accident.

・The investigation will determine what really happened.

□aggravating: making a crime worse 

・The judge considered several aggravating factors.

・Aggravating factors include recidivism, lack of remorse, amount of harm to the victim, or 

committing the crime in front of a child, among many others.
□aiding-and-abetting: helping and encouraging

・aiding and abetting suicide

・She is charged with aiding and abetting the thief in his getaway.

[参照辞書: Merriam-Webster, Oxford English Dictionary, Cambridge Dictionary of 

American English, Collins English Dictionary, Macmillan Dictionary, the Free 
Dictionary, Wikipedia]

https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/charged
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/basic
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/hour
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/week
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/busy
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/ward
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/sex_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/offender
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/judge_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/considered
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/american/factor_1

