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First patient 
receives Biogen 
Alzheimer's drug
June 18, 2021

A U.S. hospital on Wednesday gave the 
first infusion of an expensive, 
controversial new Alzheimer's drug 
from Biogen. 

”I'm a lucky guy."

1. A U.S. hospital on Wednesday                                                                                                  
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

2. Mark Archambault is the first patient                                                                                        
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

3. The 70-year-old real estate agent from Rhode Island                                                                
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

4. He was asked                                                                                                                            

"It's emotional and to think that, you know, I don’t, maybe, I don’t have to think about the 
last stage.”

5. The U.S. Food and Drug Administration approved Aduhelm earlier this month                      
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

6. It was the first drug to be approved for the disease in 20 years                                                 
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7. The FDA's own panel of scientific advisers                                                                              
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

8. Three of them resigned                                                                                                               

9. Critics also point to the drug's hefty price tag,
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

10. The U.S. Medicare & Medicaid Services said it will soon announce                                       
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　

[Vocabulary]
infusion:  (medicine) the introduction of a solution into the body, specifically. into a vein; 
the passive introduction of a substance (a fluid or drug or electrolyte) into a vein or between 
tissues (as by gravitational force)
・During an infusion, monitor the rate at which the solution is entering the veins.

・a four-hour intravenous infusion

□Alzheimer: Progressive mental deterioration that can occur in middle or old age, due to 

generalized degeneration of the brain. It is the most common cause of premature senility.
□Biogen: Biogen Inc. is an American multinational biotechnology company based in 

Cambridge, Massachusetts, specializing in the discovery, development, and delivery of 
therapies for the treatment of neurological diseases to patients worldwide. 
□Aduhelm: Aduhelm represents a first-of-its-kind treatment approved for Alzheimer’s 

disease. It is the first new treatment approved for Alzheimer’s since 2003 and is the first 
therapy that targets the fundamental pathophysiology of the disease.
□clinical trial: any research study that prospectively assigns human participants or groups 

of humans to one or more health-related interventions to evaluate the effects on health 
outcomes. ; When a new type of drug or medical treatment undergoes clinical trials, it is 
tested directly on patients to see if it is effective. 
・The treatment will go to clinical trials.

・Successful clinical trials could offer hope to millions around the world.

□Rhode Island: a state in New England; one of the original 13

□Butler Hospital: a private, non-profit, psychiatric and substance abuse hospital for 

children, adolescents, adults, and seniors, located at 345 Blackstone Boulevard in 
Providence, Rhode Island.
□Providence: the capital and largest city of Rhode Island; located in northeastern Rhode 

Island on Narragansett Bay; site of Brown University
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□Food and Drug Administration: In the United States, the Food and Drug Administration 

is a government department that is responsible for making sure that foods and drugs are 
safe.　
□brain plaque: amyloid plaque; The healthy human brain contains tens of billions of 

neurons—specialized cells that process and transmit information via electrical and chemical 
signals. They send messages between different parts of the brain, and from the brain to the 
muscles and organs of the body. Alzheimer’s disease disrupts this communication among 
neurons, resulting in loss of function and cell death. 
□contributor: someone or something that is one of the causes of a situation, event, etc. ; 

You can use contributor to refer to one of the causes of an event or situation, especially if 
that event or situation is an unpleasant one.  
・Old buses are major contributors to pollution in British cities.

・The aviation industry is a major contributor to global warming.

□controversy: a lot of discussion and argument about something, often involving strong 

feelings of anger or disapproval
・There is a controversy over the issue.

・The proposed cuts have caused considerable controversy.

□panel: a group of people who make decisions or judgments; a small group of people who 

are chosen to do something, for example to discuss something in public or to make a 
decision.
・He assembled a panel of scholars to advise him.

・The advisory panel disagreed with the decision.

□hefty: large in amount, size, force, etc.: a hefty amount of money is a large and 

impressive amount ; a hefty amount of money is a large and impressive amount
・a hefty sum/fine/bonus/price tag

・It is likely that a recoup of the film's hefty production budget will be dependent on 

international audiences and returns.
□Medicare: a system in the U.S. in which the government pays part of the cost of medical 

treatment for people who are over 65 years old
・...cuts in services like Medicare.

・People are running up bills not covered by insurance or Medicare.

□Medicaid: health care for the needy; a federally and state-funded program; a government 

program that helps to pay medical costs for people
・For her medical care, the family was forced to turn to Medicaid.

・Some doctors won't accept Medicaid patients.

□Medicare & Medicaid Services: CMS.gov Center for Medicare & Medicaid Services; 

The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) provides health coverage to more 
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than 100 million people through Medicare, Medicaid, the Children’s Health Insurance 
Program, and the Health Insurance Marketplace. The CMS seeks to strengthen and 
modernize the Nation’s health care system, to provide access to high quality care and 
improved health at lower costs. 
[参照辞書: Merriam-Webster, Oxford English Dictionary, Cambridge Dictionary of 

American English, Collins English Dictionary, Macmillan Dictionary, the Free 
Dictionary, Wikipedia]


